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Thoughts from the Board 
Bill – K0DEQ 

I am Treasurer of MARAC, which makes me a member of the Board of Directors and therefore  
entitled to bore you with my thoughts in this month’s issue of the Roadrunner. Probably most of you 
are aware that payments to MARAC, for dues, purchase of LOGGER or payment for awards, can be 
made by check (payable to MARAC) mailed to my address or by using Pay Pal to 
treasurer@marac.org. Whether paying by check or Pay Pal PLEASE include your call and tell me 
what the payment is for. While payment for awards comes to me, all applications for awards must go 
to our awards secretary, AB7RW, who does an outstanding job for all of us.  

I have been an active ham for over 65 years, still enjoying it very much. Thanks to my good  
friends, K1USA (Dale) and WB0O(Mike), both of whom have recently joined MARAC, I have a  
mobile rig again, after being without one for about 25 years. At the present time I am  
reluctant to take long trips but when the pandemic is brought under control I hope to give out  
lots of counties for the group. Keep your needs list up to date since I pay close attention to  
that information when planning mobile trips.  

When county hunting activity is slow, I enjoy making contacts on the HF bands. I have noticed  
several familiar county hunter calls active on FT8/FT4. There are lots of counties available from  
fixed stations on those modes to add to your band score. I have been a small town attorney in central 
Missouri for over 55 years but no longer spend much time in my office. Even at that, it seems that the 
active mobiles pick a date when I am going to the office to hit the counties that I most need!  

MARAC needs participation by each of us. Please accept a vacant position to help the club. 
We currently have openings for VP, 
Secretary, and Election Coordinator. 

 
73, 
Bill, K0DEQ 
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MARAC Needs YOU! 
Kerry-W4SIG 

 

As most of you probably have heard, in January we lost some dear friends in the MARAC 

community. Info is listed in the Silent Key section of this newsletter. One of our losses was our 

dedicated Secretary, Brent, K9MIX. Brent had been battling Covid for several months. He was a 

fighter, even trying his best to participate in a BOD conference call a mere two days before he 

succumbed to the virus. He will be dearly missed. This now leaves THREE very important positions 

that we need to fill. We need a Vice President, a Secretary, and an Election Coordinator. The more 

these positions remain open, the more responsibilities the remaining officers have to take on.  Please 

don’t let the remaining officers get burned out, or we will have even more positions to fill to make this 

organization run. We need you! If you have served in the past, as many of you have, we sure could 

use you again. If you have never served, please consider jumping in. Either way, you will find a very 

friendly existing volunteer crew to help you get orientated. As long as all positions are filled, there is 

never too much for anyone to do. But if positions don’t get filled….well you know how that goes. 

Without a Secretary there is no one to keep track of official membership database nor take official 

notes of meetings. Without an Election Coordinator there is no one to make and distribute ballots? It’s 

a scary thought and not one that any of us want to experience. Please contact one of the Board 

members for info and become part of a great team that absolutely loves county hunting! We are 

awaiting your call…… 

 

 
Kerry-W4SIG 
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Home and Mobile Shacks 

This month featuring Tom N4RS 

 

Across the top, two Samsung Monitors with Yosemite National Park on the screens which is where I 

was born in 1941. Dad was a ranger, mother was a telephone operator there. To the left is the WM-1 

computing pwr-swr meter. Below are two DSP speakers which I don't use. To the right is the IC7300 

with MFJ 993 tuner under. The white PVC is a very unique device for enhancing  CW. It sits right over 

the speaker of the 7300. There is a data cable between the 7300 and 993 tuner. I do not use the 

internal tuner of the 7300. The 993 has a wider impedance range, also I run ladder line right to the 

tuner. There is a balun in the 993. No bulky balun to deal with. To the right is the Elecraft K3s / P3 

Panadaptor. I haven't used this in quite awhile but will be shortly. The 7300 is a bunch of fun to 

operate. Beside the K3s is the paddle I consider priceless. Made in England and fortunate to have 

two of them. Out side is a +/- 600 feet horizontal loop up about 60 feet or so fed with 450 ladder line. 

As of today I am almost at the halfway point of 6th time all CW.....Tom N4RS 

CW IT'S STILL MAGIC 
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Deep Thought(s) of the Month 
Courtesy of Al-N1API 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Al-N1API 
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ARRL and the Purpose of Ham Radio 
Kerry-W4SIG 

Just recently re-read this and I think it is stated very well. It’s a good response when we are asked 

“What is that thing on the top of your car?” or “What is ham radio?”: 

ARRL on the Purpose of Amateur Radio: 

 

For over 100 years amateur radio and ARRL — the National Association for Amateur Radio® — have 

stood for the development of the science and art of communications, public service, and the 

enhancement of international goodwill. Amateur Radio’s long history and service to the public has 

solidified the well-earned reputation that “Amateur Radio saves lives.” 

 

Amateur Radio Operators, due to their history of public service, their training, and the requirement 

that they be licensed by the FCC have earned their status as a component of critical communications 

infrastructure and as a reliable resource “when all else fails." 

 

Amateur Radio is about development of communications and responsible public service. Its misuse is 

inconsistent with its history of service and its statutory charter. ARRL does not support its misuse for 

purposes inconsistent with these values and purposes. 

_____________________________________ 

Final Countdown 
Kerry-W4SIG 

The following MARAC Members need less than 10 counties for the “Whole Ball of Wax”, also known 

as WBOW. Let’s give them a hand! If you have less that 10 to go in the entire country for any MARAC 

Award please send those needs to Kerry, W4SIG, for inclusion in this new monthly article. Please 

keep me updated as these lists dwindle so we have accurate info for mobiles that want to help you 

out.  

K0DEQ/WBOW 2ND TIME  

IN: Fulton, SC: Williamsburg 

K2MF/WBOW ALL CW 20METERS 

GA: Habersham, Jenkins, Montgomery, Pickens, Screven, Toombs, Upson  
 
W4SIG/WBOW N PREFIX 
ID: Teton MA: Nantucket 
 
W4SIG/WBOW W PREFIX 



MARAC ROADRUNNER   Page 

6 

 

AK: 1st, 2nd, HI: Kauai, IN: Spencer, NH: Coos, Sullivan, NJ: Hudson 
 
W4SIG/WBOW 1X3 CALLSIGNS 
AK:2ND, 3RD,4TH 
 
W4SIG/WBOW 1X2 CALLSIGNS 
AL: Lamar, ME: Aroostook, Piscataquis, Somerset, Waldo, MA: Dukes 
 
W4SIG/WBOW ALL CW 3RD TIME 
HI: Kalawao, NY: Chenango, WI: Wood 
 
W4SIG/WBOW  40METERS 
CA: Amador, Mariposa, San Francisco, Ventura 

W4SIG/WBOW BINGO III 

CA: Contra Costa, San Francisco, Ventura, HI: Kalawao, PA: Montour 

N4RS – WBOW 40m Using CW Only 
AK: 2nd District 
 

  

KC3X – WBOW 40 Meters 
ID: Camas, MT: Daniels, Pondera, Prairie, OR: Benton, Sherman,  WA: Jefferson 
 

  

NN9K – WBOW Masters Gold CW Only 

GA: Muscogee, WV: Upshur 

N1API – WBOW BINGO III 

MA: Suffolk 

N5MLP – WBOW A Prefix 

AR: Arkansas, LA: Grant, Vermillion, Vernon, MS: Issaquena, TN: Hardeman, Houston, Marshall, 

VA: Mathews, WA: Garfield 

N5MLP—WBOW Bingo IV 

AK: First, Second, Third, Fourth, CA: Lake, HI: Kalawao, WA: Columbia, Garfield 

N5MLP – WBOW 5th Time  
AK: First J.D., Second J.D., Third J.D. 
 

N0KV – WBOW CW 

NC: Graham SD: Buffalo, Jackson, WI: Rusk 

N0KV—WBOW K Prefix 

CO: Summit, IA: Hardin, ID: Teton, NE: Nance, SD: Haakon, WV: McDowell, WY: Goshen 

K4YT -WBOW 4th Time 
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HI: Kalawao 

K4YT – WBOW All SSB 

AK: First JD, CA: Humboldt, NH: Belknap 

K4YT – WBOW 1x2 Calls 

LA: Assumption, MS: Jefferson 

K4YT – WBOW Mobile to Mobile 

CA: Marin, Nevada, San Joaquin, Yolo, MD: Calvert, OR: Benton, Coos 

K4YT – WBOW A Prefix 

MS-Holmes, Issaquena, Lafayette, Sharkey, Winston.  TN-Perry. VA-Craig 

K4YT – WBOW N Prefix 

MA: Nantucket 

K0DEQ- WBOW Bingo 

AL: Bibb, Tallapoosa;    AR: Cleburne, Independence, Stone;  GA: Evans;  MO: Cedar 

K0MAF- WBOW USACA 1st Time (can only do CW) 

IA: Cherokee, Emmet  KY: Monroe, McLean, Owsley  MN: Pennington 

NF0N – WBOW ALL CW 2nd Time 

IN: Delaware, MI: Muskegon, Baraga 

NF0N—WBOW N Prefix 

IA: Palo Alto, Winnebago, ME: Franklin, MN: Benton, ND: Griggs 

W4YDY/ WBOW CW 2ND TIME   
OR: Crook, Wheeler 

W4YDY/WBOW A PREFIX   
MS: Oktibbeha OH: Putnam PA: Philadelphia VA: Amelia, King William 

W4YDY/WBOW W PREFIX   
AK: First J. D. S E NY: Essex, Montgomery OR: Sherman PA: Tioga SC: Union TX: Dickens, 
Runnels, Somervell VA: Floyd 

WA3QNT—WBOW MASTERS GOLD 

AK:  2nd Dist GA: Lee IN: Morgan PA: Bucks  TX: Galveston MT: Lake, Sanders  NY: New York, 
Yates  
 
NU0Q – WBOW MASTER GOLD 
AK: 4TH District 
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CHOTY Award Schedule for 2021 
By Ron, N5MLP 

 

Nominations are Now Open for County Hunter of the Year – SSB and 

CW 

Nominations open February 1st for CHOTY for the 12-month period of activity ending January 31, 

2021.  Nominations must be submitted to your respective District Director for consideration by the 

deadline specified later in this document.    

Objective of the County Hunter of the Year Award 

From the current rule for County Hunter of the Year – SSB and CW in MARAC’s Award Rules 

document (page 16), subsection “Objective”: 

“To recognize members of MARAC who have made a significant overall contribution to MARAC and 

county hunting during the 12 months immediately prior to start of nominations for this award.” 

New Eligibility Requirements for this Year’s Nominees 

During 2020, the Board of Directors proposed a change to the MARAC Bylaws  to the membership 

which allowed restrictions for receipt of certain awards to current members of MARAC (which is 

determined by verifying their membership has not expired).  This proposal was voted on by the 

membership in June 2020 and was approved.  That result was announced at the July, 2020 annual 

meeting.  Later in 2020, the Board of Directors voted to change the definition of the term “Eligibility for 

MARAC Awards” to read (in part) as follows: 

“MARAC Awards are available to any licensed amateur radio operator anywhere in the world except 

that the County Hunter of the Year, Mobile Assist of the Year, Mobile Team of the Year, and Mobile of 

the Year Awards may only be received by a member of MARAC, ….”.   

That change was voted on 12/7/2020 and is now in effect and is included in the current rules version 

dated 12/7/2020 on the MARAC website (page 7). 

Special Rules Pertaining to the CHOTY Award 

From the current rule for County Hunter of the Year – SSB and CW in MARAC’s Award Rules 

document (page 16), subsection “Special Rules”: 

“The recipients of this award are determined by an annual ballot of the MARAC membership. The vote is 

conducted before each annual meeting.  The candidates for the award are nominated by MARAC District 

Directors. 

Each District Director may select one nominee for each category (SSB/CW) to be placed on the ballot 

from among the nominees submitted by MARAC members from that Director’s district. 
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The District Director must receive nominations not later than the end of the fourth month preceding the 

annual meeting or by the deadline announced in the MARAC newsletter. 

The District Director must forward his or her selection and reasons for the nomination to the Awards 

Manager by the middle of the following month. 

If the Awards Manager receives more than three nominations for a category, the Awards Committee will 

select the three nominees for each category for the ballot. 

If less than three nominations are received from District Directors, the Awards Committee may select 

additional nominees to bring the number of nominees for the ballot up to three. 

Criteria for consideration for County Hunter of the Year include the following: 

1. Quality and quantity of operating to provide Valid Contacts from multiple counties while in Mobile 
Operation or while assisting mobile county hunters as a Net Control Station (NCS) or assistant NCS. 

2. Participation in MARAC activities and service to MARAC and the members of MARAC. 
3. Other activities in support of county hunting. 
4. Technical proficiency in design or usage or implementation of enhancements to mobile operation or 

county hunting net operations. Overall amateur radio general support in a manner consistent with 
good operation and advancement of the hobby. 

5. Member qualification must be based on his/her activities during the previous 12 months, ending on 
the first day that nominations are accepted. 

6. MARAC Board members are eligible for this award. However, consideration should not be based 
upon their fulfillment of their board duties. Their consideration must be based upon activity outside of 
this such as mobile activity, net assistance activity, spotting activity, service to other members, and 
general overall enhancement of county hunting. 

7. A member of MARAC may receive this award multiple times for each category, however, only once 
every three years for the same category.” 

 

List of Recent Winners Ineligible for Nomination in the Same Category 

in 2021 

With regard to criteria #7 above, members who won a particular category in the previous two years 

are ineligible to be nominees for that same category in the current year.  Previous winners of the SSB 

category include: 

2019 - AB7NK 

2020 - K7SEN 

Previous winners of the CW category include: 

2019 - AB7RW 

2020 - KC3X  

Please do not nominate any of these individuals for the same category they won in either of the 

previous two years since they are ineligible in 2021.   

Submission of Nominations 

Nominations should be sent to the District Director of the district in which the intended nominee 

resides.  Below is information regarding which states are included in a particular MARAC district and 
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the name of the Director of each district: 

 

 

District: Great 
Lakes 

North 
Central 

Northeast Pacific South 
Central 

Southeast 

Director: NA8W, 
Darl Deeds 

NF0N, Mike 
Nickolaus 

N1API, Al 
Kaiser 

AG6V, 
Donna 
Hinshaw 

KC5QCB, 
Janet 
Camron 

W4SIG, 
Kerry Long 

States or 
international 
areas 
represented 
in that 
district: 

PA, WV, 
OH, IN, MI, 
VE3 

IA, IL, MN, 
MT, ND, 
NE, SD, WI, 
WY, VE4, 
VE5, VE6 

CT, MA, 
ME, NH, 
NJ, NY, 
RI, VT, 
VE1, VE2, 
VE9, VY2, 
Europe 

AK, AZ, CA, 
HI, ID, NV, 
OR, UT, WA, 
VE7, VE8, 
VY1, VY3, 
Asia, Pacific 

AR, CO, 
KS, LA, 
MO, NM, 
OK, TX, 
Central 
and South 
America 

AL, DC, 
DE, FL, 
GA, KY, 
MD, MS, 
NC, SC, 
TN, VA, 
Africa, 
Caribbean  

 

Documentation Contained in Nomination Submission  

The nomination documentation should include: 

1. a written justification of why this nominee should be awarded the County Hunter of the Year 

award for: a) the designated 12 month activity period (2/1/20 through 1/31/21), and b) the 

specific category (SSB or CW) that the nominee is being nominated for.  If possible, it would 

be very helpful to members to know the quantity of activity during the 12 month period such 

as: 

 

•  number of days of mobile activity by the nominee for this category 

•  number of counties transmitted from (total for all trips) 

•  number of bands typically transmitted from in each county for this category 

•  number of miles driven (total for all trips) 

•  total number of contacts made during the year on all bands/modes whether mobile, 

portable, or fixed (if using Logger subtract the first contact number on the 1st day of the period 

from the last contact number on the last day of the period). 

 

That justification will eventually be published in the RoadRunner and on the electronic ballot if 

the individual is recommended by their District Director to be a nominee from that district for 

either the SSB or CW category. 

 

2. A brief biography of the nominee pertaining to their participation in county hunting.  
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Deadline for Nominations from the Membership 

This year’s deadline for nominations to be received by the District Directors is Tuesday. March 

9th. 

I encourage all members to participate in: a) nominating deserving members for this award, b) voting 
in the elections (if held), and c) congratulating the ultimate winners and runners-up after the results 
are announced.  
 

 
 
N5MLP – Ron Clift, MARAC Awards Manager 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Awards Committee 
Ron-N5MLP 

 

 

Nominations Now Open for County Hunter of the Year – SSB and CW 

Nominations open February 1st for CHOTY for the 12-month period of activity ending January 31, 

2021.  Read all the procedural details in a separate article in this issue of the RoadRunner.  That 

article also has a schedule for each of the steps which must take place to complete the nomination 

process, publication of the nominees, and electronic voting by the membership to determine the 

winners.     

Problem with USA – SSB book in Logger 1 

Please be aware that the “USA – SSB” book in Logger 1 apparently did not calculate and post entries 

properly the entire time since it was approved in 2015.  The start date for that award is February 5, 

2015, therefore no contacts prior to that date should be included in the “book” for that award.  I 

recently realized that my book summary page indicated I had completed that award.  However, when 

I checked sample pages of contacts, I found many contacts all the way back to 2001 when I started 

county hunting. 
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To determine if recalculation of the book would fix this issue, I updated my master file and 

recalculated that book and now it appears to be correct (using version 5175).  If you are using an 

older version of Logger 1, you should update your master file and your version of Logger and then 

recalculate this book.  Note:  when you recalculate, it will present you a list of about one week of 

contacts starting on or after 2/5/15 and it asks you to select the first contact to be counted towards 

that award.  Please select the first valid contact before continuing with the recalc. 

After recalculation completes, I suggest you spot check a few states to verify that no contacts before 

the start date are appearing in the log entries.  If you intend to apply for this award in the future, we 

would appreciate it if you would do the process above to verify that the data is good (compliant with 

the rule start date for all 3,077 counties) before you apply for the award. 

Awards Issued December 20 through January 23, 2021 

 

(awards table for this period is shown on the next page) 

 

   



MARAC ROADRUNNER   Page 

13 

 

 

MARAC Awards Committee 

   N5MLP – Ron Clift,  MARAC Awards Manager  
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MARAC Treasurer’s Report 
Bill-K0DEQ 

Treasurer 

 

 

                   Dec 20, 2020 THOURGH Jan 19, 2021 

 

 

Beginning Account Balance      $20,346.94 

 

 

Income: 

 Savings Account Interest                       $  

 Awards Income         50.00 

 Misc Income   

 Membership Income   267.96 

 Logger Distribution Income                        18.82 

      ____________ 

  Total Income    $336.78 

 

 

Expenses: 

 Awards Expenses   $         5.00 

 Misc. Expenses NOTE 1         240.00 

 Office Expenses (Postage, etc.) 

              

      _______________ 

  Total expenses   $245.00 
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Net Income Less Expenses           91.78 

 

Cash Balance          $20,438.72 

 

Checking Account Balance   $  3438.99 

Savings Account Balance   _16999.73 

 Total all accounts      $20,438.72 

 

Note 1  $240 annual UberConference fee 

 

 

From a balance sheet perspective, MARAC cash balance shown above should be discounted by 

$6158.00, which is the amount of award fees pre-paid by members.  After subtracting this amount, 

the true (spendable) Cash Balance is $14280.72 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

MARAC Silent Keys 
This month it is with sadness and fond memories that we remember the following Silent Keys: 

(If you have information that should be included here, please contact W4SIG) 

 

K9MIX- Brent Schaefer, MARAC#4554. Brent was currently serving as MARAC Secretary. He was 

closing in on USA-CA first time. He served our club well. 

WB9NUL- Joyce Boothe, MARAC#563. Joyce served MARAC for many years, previously serving as 

President and helping plan club conventions. She had achieved RoadRunner 150 level.  

N4XML-Bob Gagliardi, MARAC#3050. Bob was a US Air Force veteran and worked for Harley 

Davidson for 25 years. He worked all counties twice, achieved Roadrunner level 50, and was very 

proficient at CW.  
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2021 State QSO Parties 
Courtesy of WA7BNM 

 

February 

Vermont + Vermont QSO Party 0000Z, Feb 6 to 2400Z, Feb 7, 2021 

Minnesota + Minnesota QSO Party 1400Z-2400Z, Feb 6, 2021 

South Carolina + South Carolina QSO Party 1500Z, Feb 27 to 0159Z, Feb 28, 2021 

North Carolina + North Carolina QSO Party 1500Z, Feb 28 to 0059Z, Mar 1, 2021 
 

 

________________________________________ 
  

The County Line ROADRUNNER 

 
“A Roadrunner Is A Very Fast Bird” 

 

Monthly Deadline for Articles is the 25th! 

 

Mobile Amateur Radio Awards Club Leadership Team 
 

Board of Directors 

President: Ed Eklin, K8ZZ 

1426 SW Summit Woods Dr Apt 3, Topeka, KS 66615 

231-649-4747, ed.eklin@gmail.com 

Vice-President: Vacant 

Secretary: Vacant 

Treasurer: Bill Morgan, K0DEQ 

12012 County Road 3000, Rolla, MO 65401 

573-465-5405, billmorgan1@centurylink.net 

 
 

Dues with an Electronic copy of the Newsletter copy are 

$10.00 per year, check or money order.  

Dues may also be paid via Pay-Pal and directed to 

treasurer@marac.org 

Great Lakes Director: Darl Deeds, NA8W 
8753 Township Rd 48, Findlay, OH 45840 

419-421-1533, na8w@arrl.net 

North Central Director: Mike Nickolaus, NF0N 

316 East 32nd St, South Sioux City, NE 68776 

402-494-6070, nf0n@arrl.net 

Northeast Director: Al Kaiser, N1API 

194 Glen Hills Rd, Meriden CT 06451 

n1api@cox.net 

South Central Director: Janet Camron, KC5QCB 

7641 Gladiola, San Angelo, TX 76901,  

325-812-3234, jcamron279@gmail.com 

Pacific Director: Donna Hinshaw, AG6V 

316 SE Pioneer Way #172, Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

707-235-3717, ag6v@whidbey.com 

Southeast Director: Kerry Long, W4SIG 

1854 Newton Nook, Collierville, TN 38017 

901-331-1881, kerrylong@comcast.net 

Immediate Past President:Vacant 

Appointed Positions 
 

Awards Manager: Ron Clift, N5MLP 

10719 Lake Windcrest, Dr, Magnolia, TX 77354 

713-542-8999, N5MLP@comcast.net 

Awards Secretary: Phil Yasson, AB7RW 

13208 NE 5th Ave, Vancouver, WA 98685 

360-213-8297, pyasson@pacifier.com 

https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=236
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=238
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=123
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=265
mailto:ed.eklin@gmail.com
mailto:billmorgan1@centurylink.net
mailto:na8w@arrl.net
mailto:nf0n@arrl.net
mailto:n1api@cox.net
mailto:ag6v@whidbey.com
mailto:kerrylong@comcast.net
mailto:N5MLP@comcast.net
mailto:pyasson@pacifier.com
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Historian: Bill Moore, K7IOO 

405 Roosevelt Dr. 

Grand Coulee, WA 99133 

509-633-1738, wcm@donobi.net  

Newsletter Editor: Kerry Long, W4SIG 

1854 Newton Nook, Collierville, TN 38017 

901-331-1881, kerrylong@comcast.net 

Sunshine Coordinator: Pat Reiner, KM6QF 

16931 Aldon Rd, Encino, CA, 91436 

213-999-0100, lovedoxies@aol.com 

Webmaster: Donald Flynn, K3IMC 
241 Baywood Cir, LaGrange, GA 30240 

706-302-0725, k3imc@bellsouth.net 

Custodian, Club Call: Mike Nickolaus, NF0N 

316 East 32nd St, South Sioux City, NE 68776 

 712-223-3164, nf0n@arrl.net 

Election Coordinator: Vacant 

MARAC General Counsel: Bill Morgan, K0DEQ 

12012 County Rd 3000, Rolla, MO 65401 

573-465-5405, k0deq@arrl.net 

Computer Data Manager: Gene A Olig Sr, KD9ZP 

517 Luco Rd, Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

920-539-0994, kd9zp@att.net 

mailto:wcm@donobi.net
mailto:kerrylong@comcast.net
mailto:lovedoxies@aol.com
mailto:k3imc@bellsouth.net
mailto:nf0n@arrl.net
mailto:k0deq@arrl.net
mailto:kd9zp@att.net

