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VP News

Kansas City, here we come!!!

I am looking forward to meeting many who have helped me along over many years as well as those who 
are a callsign in the log. I will be available for individual conversations regarding MoSpot, the KFF 
Parks program or just to get to know each other a bit better. 

There may be some parks people that live in the area who will stop in as well for a meet and greet and 
also to get a better idea of what County Hunting is all about. Please welcome them among our group. 
Remember when they are activating parks, they are also activating counties. 

The two programs are very compatible and we have more similarities than differences.
I’ll be arriving on Thursday morning sometime and leaving late Sunday morning so there will be time 
for us all to get to know each other a little better. 

See you in KC!
KA2LHO
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Dateline CW
Ed, KN4Y

Attending a convention is similar to kissing your Mother (or Father) –in-law.

I am still shaking with excitement after attending the 50th county hunter’s convention in 
Kansas City, I got home late, got a good rest, unpacked the suitcase, washed and dried 

the outfits and put them in the closet or  dresser. I brought all the pictures and notes to 
the radio shack and I am waiting for Gator to stop-by so I can tell him about the fantastic 
convention I attended in Kansas City located in the State of Missouri. To pass the time 
while waiting for Gator I turn on the computer to check if Gator processed my previous 
QSO Party logs while I was partying out of town.

I check the Ohio QSO party, the Buckeye State of my birth many years ago and my way 
of visiting my hometown every year.  I notice I made 55 CW QSO’s and worked 32 
Ohio counties. I think to myself, nothing impressive. I bring up the Hawaii QSO party 
and note I worked 6 Hawaii stations. I did not expect to hear any Hawaii stations due 
to the high winds reported in the area during the QSO party. Again I think to myself, 
nothing impressive. I bring up the Kansas QSO party. I had fun chasing all the mobiles 
with 1x1 calls. I made 87 CW QSO’s, worked 56 Kansas counties and worked the 
bonus mobile. I make a quick check and I have worked enough 1x1 mobiles to spell, 
YELLOWBRICKROAD. I doubt they have yellow brick roads in Kansas, but I digress. I 
should have read the rule sooner, now too late to receive the antique radio stamps. 

I bring up the Alabama QSO party log during which I operated CW mobile with my 
bowling buddy as driver. I operated CW from 15 counties and covered 735 miles and 
only made 289 QSO’s. The CW activity on all bands was high powered due to the CWop 
OPEN CW contest. I had little success on 20 meters trying to compete running 100 Watts, 
I spent most of the evening on 40 meters. No award this year but the weather was great 
and the food was fresh at the Road Kill Café. I hear my phone ring so I answer the call.

That was a strange call; Gator is on a plane flying to Russia to attend some kind of 
an ethanol conference on a multi-national level. That was unexpected; I hope I can 
remember all my stories from the MARAC county hunter’s convention to tell Gator when 
he returns.  I swing around in my chair and I bring up the Writelog logging program and 
open the log for Washington (Salmon Run) State QSO party. I run the summary sheet. I 
thought I had done better than 50 CW QSO,s and logged  only 23 Washington counties. I 
notice I did log four CW mobiles; Randy, K7TQ, Mike, N7WA, Darryl, WW7D, and the 
bonus station W7DX, the Western Washington DX Club. Well no smoked Salmon this 
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year. The water pipe can stay in the desk drawer.

Also on the same weekend I also worked the IOWA QSO party. I open the log and notice 
I made 10 CW contacts and worked seven counties. I make a quick check and I worked 
a new county on 80-meters, a 2x2 call contact and a No-Star. I wonder how I did in the 
New Jersey QSO Party.  

I open the New Jersey QSO party log and notice I got more contacts than last year with  
19 CW QSO’s and 11 counties. I had to send my signal through Hurricane Florence and 
that could have been a problem, probably not an accepted excuse. I get up and get a 
glass of ice water, sure miss my latte. I look at my list and notice I also worked the New 
Hampshire QSO party.  I open the log and by-golly I worked all three CW operators in 
New Hampshire. To refresh my memory I load the Maine QSO party. I smile; again I 
worked the two CW operators in Maine. I sure miss a latte, 

I go to the County Hunters’ forum and notice Curtis, W3PKE, is a silent key. I did not 
work Curtis on CW. I bow my head and recite The Shepherd’s Psalm. I make a note to 
tell Gator I spent many hours calling on 6-meters in the ARRL VHF Contest and made 
not one contact. 
My lack of a latte is reaching the addicted point; I will look at my log for the FOC QSO 
party and then go get a latte. My nerves settle down and I bring up the log. I made 67 CW 
QSO’s, I will look up what FOC means later. First I start the printer and I go out the door 
and get into the truck.
The printer stops and the printout is a list of the mobile county hinters that checked 
onto the county hunter’s CW call frequencies during the month of September. The list 
includes: AI5P, K0FG, K0MAF, K4BAI, K4YT, K7TM, KA3QLF, KB0BA, KB0LF, 
KC3X, KC7YE, KN4Y, N0AC, N2OO, N4CD, N9AC, N9JF, W0GXQ, W9AWE, 
WA4UNS, and WB0PYF, 
The month of October is fun time for the CW State QSO party enthusiast with 386 
counties up for grabs. Starting with the 53rd running of the California QSO party with 58 
counties, work while mobile on the way home from the convention, the Nevada QSO 
party with 16 counties (the QSO party lists 17), the 62nd running of the Pennsylvania QSO 
party with 67 counties, the Arizona QSO party, with a new sponsor, with 15 counties, the 
South Dakota QSO party with 66 counties, the New York QSO party with 62 counties 
and to top off the fun is the Illinois QSO party. Dit dit –a-lot.
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Not a fan of QSO parties? Then try operating CW in the RDGB DX contest, or the 10-
10 International Sprint operating on the fickle ten meter band (Listen for KN4Y on ten 
meters around 28.040 MHz.). Try the Oceania DX contest. Don’t forget the ARRL School 
Club Roundup, the young participants will be the next old amateur generation. 

Now pay close attention: There is the 10-10 International CW QSO party and you might 
be surprised as ten meters likes a CW contest.  Listen for KN4Y around 28.040  MHz and 
make a contact. 

Another favorite is the Worked All Germany contest and if a low band type try the Stew 
Perry Topband Challenge.   I will be glad when Gator gets back. Nap time. 



        ROADRUNNER     Page 5

Treasurer’s Report (W7OLY)
August 2018*

Beginning Account Balance September 25, 2018    $24,491.04

Income:
 Money Market Interest $1.20
 Awards Secretary Income  $0.00   
 Misc. Income  $0.00  
 Membership Income    $162.95  
      Logger Distribution  __$20.00
        Total Income:  $184.15

Other Expenses:
 Awards Secretary Expenses   $0.00  
 Misc. Expenses (1)  $40.00                                    
      Office Expenses (Postage, Etc.)      $0.00

            Total Expenses:  $40.00  

Net Income Less Expenses    $144.15

New Total Cash Balance ALL Accounts:    $24,635.19

Checking Account Balance    $ 9,504.54
Money Market Account Balance    $15,130.65 
       Total Cash All Accounts:                 $24,635.19

* Includes Transactions posted through 9/13/2018

* The $1,500.00 Awards Secretary Funds are not included in the above balance.

Notes: 1. Reimburse N6PDB for annual Kansas State Registration
 
 

  

# From a balance sheet perspective, MARAC Total Funds at the end of April should be discounted 
by $6,067.15. This amount is a Deferred Liability of award fees pre-paid by members.  After 
discounting, our true (spendable) Cash Assets are $18,566.84.
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Events

10/6  CA QP

10/10  10-10 SPRINT

10/13  NV QP

10/13  PA QP

10/13  AZ QP

10/13  SD QP

10/20  10-10 CW

10/20  NY QP

10/21  IL QP

10/27  CQ WW SSB

10/3/18 50TH NATIONAL 

ONLY START DATE SHOWN

CLICK ON EVENT TO GO TO THAT WEB SITE

http://www.cqp.org
http://www.ten-ten.org
http://wwwnvqso.com
http://www.paqso.org
http://www.azqsoparty.org
http://www.sdqsoparty.com
http://www.ten-ten.org
http://www.nyqp.org
http://www.w9awe.org/ilqp.html
http://www.cqww.com
http://www.marac.org
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Awards Committee

These MARAC members are serving on the Awards Committee:

Awards Manager - Ron Clift (N5MLP)

Robert Woody - N8KIE

Tony Mazzocco -WA9DLB

Robert Hallock - K7TM

Bob Voss - N4CD

Jack Jacobs - WD4OIN

mailto:Awardsmanager@marac.org


The County Line Roadrunner
MARAC Secretary
495 Pine Ridge Rd
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

  “A Road Runner Is A Very Fast Bird”

Monthly Deadline for Articles is the 25th!

Board of Directors
President: Ed Eklin, K8ZZ, 1426 SW Summit Woods Dr Apt 3, 
Topeka, KS 66615, 231-649-4747, ed.eklin@gmail.com
Vice-President: Kraig Pritts, KA2LHO, 6637 NE 5th Lane, 
Ocala, FL 34470, 315-877-4822, kraig@kdpritts.com
Secretary: Dennis Mason, N6PDB, 495 Pine Ridge Rd, Santa 
Cruz, CA 95060, 831-818-7407, dennis@d-mason.net
Dues with an Electronic copy of the Newsletter copy are $10.00 
per year, check or money order. Dues are also available via Pay-
Pal to dennis@d-mason.net
Treasurer: Aubrey Mansfield, W7OLY, 7717 Forest Park Dr, 
Olympia, WA 98502, 703-286-9987, w7oly@comcast.net
Great Lakes Director: vacant
North Central Director: Mike Nickolaus, NF0N, 316 East 
32nd St, South Sioux City, NE 68776, 402-494-6070, nf0n@
arrl.net
Northeast Director:  Al Kaiser, N1API, 194 Glen Hills Rd, 
Meriden CT 06451, n1api@cox.net
South Central Director: vacant
Pacific Director: Paul Nelson, N7JPF, 3013 W. 10th St, The 
Dalles, OR 97058, 509-698-6227, n7jpf-paul@charter.net
Southeast Director: Kerry Long, W4SIG, 1854 Newton Nook, 
Collierville, TN 38017, 901-331-1881, kerrylong@comcast.net
Immediate Past President: Mike Fatchett, W0MU, PO Box 
3500, Parker, CO 80134, 303-548-7222, w0mu@w0mu.com

Appointees
Awards Manager: Ron Clift, N5MLP, 10719 Lake Wind-
crest Dr, Magnolia, TX 77354
Awards Secretary: Phil Yasson, AB7RW, 13208 NE 5th 
Ave, Vancouver, WA 98685, 360-213-8297, pyasson@
pacifier.com
Historian: Gary Beam, K4EXT, 195 Nanny Goat Hill Rd, 
Elizabethton, TN 37643, ch2@k4ext.com
Newsletter Editor: Dave Hyatt, KU4YM, 159 Schoo-
ner Bend Ave, Summerville, SC 29486, 843-442-8666,        
dhyatt@homesc.com
Sunshine Coordinator: Pat Reiner, KM6QF, 16931 Aldon 
Rd, Encino, CA, 91436, 213-999-0100, lovedoxies@aol.
com
Webmaster: vacant
Custodian, Club Call, K9DCJ: Joyce Boothe, WB9NUL, 
21175 FM2556, Santa Rosa, TX 78593, 956-202-3373    
joycenul@aol.com
Election Coordinator: Don McMinds, K7DM, 535 E 
Chance Ala Mer NE, Ocean Shores, WA 98569, 360-289-
0520,  k7dm@centurylink.net
MARAC General Counsel: Bill Morgan, K0DEQ, 
12012 County Rd 3000, Rolla, MO 65401, 573-465-5405, 
k0deq@arrl.net
Computer Data Manager: Gene A Olig Sr, KD9ZP, W 
4325 4th St Rd, Fond du Lac, WI 54937, 920-923-0130, 
kd9zp@att.net
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