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From My Point of View
Joyce, WB9NUL

Where has the year gone?  I hope that all of you had a great Thanksgiving.  The CD player is 
playing Christmas tunes, the decorations are in place and the tree is trimmed.  This is my favorite 

time of year.  One of songs I like has lyrics that I wish everyone would follow.  “Why can’t everyday 
be like Christmas?”  Can you imagine everyone smiling and wishing each other love and peace 24/7?  
Think I’ll make that my New Year’s resolution.
	 I’m happy to report that reservations are already coming in for the February South Central mini.  
So far, WQ7A, Boni, AB2LS, K1DFO, W0GO, W5VD and N4CD are coming.  
	 The 20 meter band has been down right ugly.  40 meters has been active for some areas.  With 
some down time when mobiles aren’t running why not work for some of the other awards that MARAC 
offers?  Let’s face it; we are an organization that chases awards.
	 We lost another of our members.  KD9Q, Doug died October 7.  Besides DXing and county 
hunting he was an avid sky diver.  Doug was 73.
Doug was one of the few that ran counties on 160.
	 From our house to each and every one of you, Barry and I wish you a Joyous Christmas.  Till 
next year, God bless us everyone!  
73, Joyce, WB9NUL
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Dave’s Call: Last month a gremlin got in; in the 
New Members list the call for Jeanne Giampa, 
#R4327, should have been listed as N9MUE.

Beyond that --

Have a Happy Holiday, Y’all!!

Dave, KU4YM
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Dateline CW
Ed, KN4Y

Drink to me only with thine eyes means you are not in a county hunter’s hospitality room.

I have been explaining to Gator the importance of working State and Regional QSO CW Parties during 
the bottom of the sun spot cycle. Also during this part of the sunspot cycle the chance of working a 

mobile on a county hunter’s CW net frequency can be iffy. When there is a QSO party there are many 
stations operating on various frequencies and this increases the chance of making contacts. Locating 
and working the mobiles as they run various counties can quickly add to your county totals. The more 
mobiles operating in the QSO party equates to more counties obtainable providing a more bountiful 
county hunt.  The same is true for a contest, almost. . 

The county name is part of the exchange in a State QSO party. In a contest, with the exception of 
the MARAC contest, the county name is not a part of the exchange. This requires some detective work 
to determine in what county the station was located. The location and address of the operator worked can 
be obtained from a call sign server such as: http://www.qrz.com/ or http://hamcall.net/call. Let’s assume 
the call check indicates the station is located in a state and county on your needed list.

You now have a state and county name, but alas, in a contest the operator may have operated at 
a station located in another county. The detective work begins. If you are working towards the first time 
USA CA award a QSL card is sent to the station to verify the county. It is recommended you include a 
SASE to increase the possibility of a return QSL card. If not the first time award, sometimes an e-mail 
sent through ARRL is successful. Both procedures will come in handy when working the 10-meter, 80-
meter, and the 160-Meter contests to obtain new counties for the MARAC new top band award. 

I suddenly remember I was going to put up the Christmas lights today. I am just about finished 
stringing the lights when I hear the barking of an eight cylinder internal combustion engine roaring 
down the driveway.  It is Gators four-by-four and he stops against the recycled railroad track tie and kills 
the engine. 

Gator gets out of the cab, “Hi holiday Dude, how do the truck sound?”  “Sounds great, what did 
you do?” “No noise is deafening so I stopped at Bubba’s truck custom shop and they installed twin pipes 
with Flowtech purple hornie glass pack mufflers. The gas prices made me do it.” I have learned not to 
argue with Gator logic.”Brown down, green up, brown down, green up.” I shake my head, now what are 
you talking about?” “I am learning how to install centipede with a dash of clover sod. I am going to be 
an earthen technician.” I roll my eyes and finish hanging the last row of lights and turn on the switch.  
“Hey Dude they all light up and look great, let’s go inside. My nose is cold.” I admire my Christmas 
light project for a second and follow Gator into the shack. 

Gator gets on the computer and is checking the mail, “Did you get any Kentucky QSO party 
logs?” “No.”  “Did you work the Kentucky QSO party?” “Just long enough to work the mobiles K4Y 
and K8IJ, only two stations I heard. Then I had to leave the radio.” Gator had hoped a few county 
hunters would have worked the Kentucky QSO Party. I hear the sound of CW; it is Gator’s cell phone. 
He gives me a thumb –up and is out the door like a county hunter going to a picture taking session. I 
turn on the rig as I need all the counties and listen for a mobile.

Later in the evening, after dark, I heard a station say, QSY to 80-meters. I connect my 80-meter 
antenna to the radio and tuned in the CW county hunter net at 3.5565 MHz and listen. The noise level 
on the band was down and I heard Mike, KQ0B call QRZ. I sent my call. He came back to me. This was 
exciting. I heard Larry W0QE call QRZ and we exchanged a contact. This continued for about three 

http://www.qrz.com/
http://hamcall.net/call
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counties. I am making plans to stay in the shack after dark again. Try the 80-meter CW net; you will 
enjoy the high-band excitement. 

This month is the ARRL 160-Meter and 10-Meter contests and a good chance to get counties for 
the MARAC top band award. Ten meters is unpredictable at the bottom of the sunspot cycle, so get on 
and hope for the best. At the end of the month you get another chance on 160-Meters in the Stew Perry 
top band distance challenge. To all county hunters you’ all have a very Merry Christmas, a new rig, and 
the return of gas wars. Gator and I say:

HAPPY AND JOYOUS HOLIDAYS TO ALL 

BOD Meeting Notice

A special meeting of the MARAC Board of Directors will be held on December 4, 2007 at 8:00 pm 
EST (or 0100z December 5)

The meeting will be accessible on the internet at mIRC #MARACBOARD. Members can access mIRC 
direct or via the MARAC web site at http://marac.org or http://www.superhosts.net/maracboard.html.

Agenda Items

Accept Minutes of July 14, 2007
Accept Treasurers Reports for July through November 2007
Ratify Lloyd Smith, NX4W as the new appointed Election Coordinator
Funding support for the 2008 South Central Mini
Awards Committee recommendation for definition of “Valid Contact”
Member proposal forwarded by South Central Director

http://marac.org
http://www.superhosts.net/maracboard.html
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Anatomy of  Logger
 

Part 4 – Call Lookup 
Gene, KD9ZP

 
Last month I left you with a question on how Logger (Access) can locate a call so fast when there 
are over 6500 calls in the database. To start, let’s assume that there 8 calls randomly entered into the 
database as follows:

Record # Call
1 WQ7A
2 KD5CXO
3 AA9JJ
4 N9QPQ
5 KC6AWX
6 W2IBB
7 K9IA
8 KD9ZP

If  the you (as a computer) wanted to lookup KD9ZP, you would have to start at the first record and work your way down to 
record 8 before you located KD9ZP – requiring 8 lookups. 
Access, however, allows indexing a field and effectively creates another table with the calls sorted as follows:

Record # Call
3 AA9JJ
7 K9IA
5 KC6AWX
2 KD5CXO
8 KD9ZP
4 N9QPQ
6 W2IBB
1 WQ7A

Now, since you are a computer, and you know that the calls are sorted, you decide to start at approximately the middle of the 
table instead the first record. Let’s start with KD5CXO.
Comparing KD5CXO with KD9ZP, there are 3 possibilities:

1.	 KD9ZP = KD5CXO
2.	 KD9ZP < KD5CXO
3.	 KD9ZP > KD5CXO

It is obvious that KD9ZP > KD5CXO (alphabetically) and therefore KD9ZP must be in the records 
from KD9ZP to WQ7A.
Again start in approximately the middle of the remaining records – let’s say W2IBB. 
Comparing W2IBB with KD9ZP, there are 3 possibilities:

4.	 KD9ZP = W2IBB
5.	 KD9ZP < W2IBB
6.	 KD9ZP > W2IBB

It is obvious that KD9ZP < W2IBB (alphabetically) and therefore KD9ZP must be in the records from 
KD9ZP to N9QPQ.
Again start in approximately the middle of the remaining records – let’s say N9QPQ. 
Comparing N9QPQ with KD9ZP, there are 3 possibilities:

7.	 KD9ZP = N9QPQ
8.	 KD9ZP < N9QPQ
9.	 KD9ZP > N9QPQ

It is obvious that KD9ZP < N9QPQ (alphabetically) and therefore KD9ZP must be in the records from 
KD9ZP to KD9ZP.
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Using one more compare, you (as a computer) find the KD9ZP = KD9ZP and KD9ZP is in record # 8.
If not equal, the call is new.
Counting all of the above compares, you (the computer) had to do 4 lookups! This compares to 8 w/o 
having the Call field indexed.
It turns out the 8 records is a power of 2 – i.e. 23. 
Mathematically then, the number of compares was 3 +1.
If you take a piece of paper and try different numbers of records, you will find that the following is true:

Record Count 
from 

Record Count to 
(Power of 2)

Number of Compares 
(Worst Case)

0 1 (20) 1
1 2 (21) 2
3 4 (22) 3
5 8 (23) 4
9 16 (24) 5
17 32 (25) 6
33 64 (26) 7
65 128 (27) 8
129 256 (28) 9
257 512 (29) 10
513 1,024 (210) 11

1,025 2,048 (211 12
2,049 4,096 (212) 13
4,097 8,192 (213) 14
8,193 16,384 (214) 15

And I could go on and on. As you can see, 16,384 records would require a maximum of 15 lookups !
Next month, I will start describing some of the tables.

73’s 
KD9ZP
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Birthdays and Awards

Roadrunner - Birthdays
Current Call Birthday Date
KD2Q Dec - 01
K1DFO Dec - 01
NJ2DX Dec - 02
N7JB Dec - 03
N3XX Dec - 04
KU8G Dec - 04
K1VSJ Dec - 04
WA7YUL Dec - 04
K6JN Dec - 06
W9MDP Dec - 06
K4ZT Dec - 08
N1WA Dec - 08
NV4Z Dec - 09
NG9L Dec - 11
W8JJ Dec - 11
N8KIE Dec - 11
KB9BL Dec - 11
N0ZA Dec - 11
WB8JZN Dec - 13
N9JF Dec - 13
WA7ETH Dec - 14
WU9F Dec - 14
N8CBW Dec - 14
N4RXF Dec - 14
AC0B Dec - 14
KA9ZRW Dec - 14
KA5WGL Dec - 16
KZ2P Dec - 17
AD1OS Dec - 17
AD1C Dec - 19
AB8JF Dec - 21
W9UCW Dec - 22
WB5TWK Dec - 23
K3IMC Dec - 25
KH6G Dec - 26
CT1TZ Dec - 28
N2OO Dec - 28
W9WIC Dec - 29
WA3ZTY Dec - 31
WD9EJK Dec - 31

Roadrunner Issued Per Month
Call Date Award Number

AD8W 11/29/2007 Last County Count 25 # 466
W9MSE 11/29/2007 Last County Count 200 # 95
KB6UF 11/29/2007 Last County Count 600 # 18
KQ0B 11/29/2007 Last County Count 75 # 232
W0QE 11/29/2007 Last County Count 75 # 233
K2HVN 11/29/2007 Last County Count 450 # 29
N8KIE 11/29/2007 Last County Count 425 # 31
N6HH 11/29/2007 Last County Count 75 # 234
KO1U 11/29/2007 Last County Count 150 # 136
WV2B 11/29/2007 Last County Count 75 # 231
WG6X 11/10/2007 5 Star # 30
N9STL 11/18/2007 USA-PA - K # 15
W7KQZ 11/26/2007 BINGO III # 10
KR4ZH 11/9/2007 Worked all Counties - 2nd Time # 374
N2OCW 11/3/2007 Worked all Counties - 4th Time # 133
W0EAR 11/4/2007 Worked all Counties - 5th Time # 86

Roadrunner USA-CA
To Call Award Date Certificate Number

KA2NDX 11/23/2007 1163

Scholarships

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS
	
The Foundation for Amateur Radio, Inc. has scholarships available to licensed radio operators.  They 
range from $500 to $3000.  Information and an application form may be requested by letter or QSL card, 
postmarked prior to March 30, 2008 from:
FAR Scholarships
P.O. Box 831
Riverdale, MD 20738
Information and applications are also available for download from the foundation’s web  http://www.
amateurradio-far.org/.
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WY0A
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SC Mini
2008 South Central Mini

WHEN: Arrive Feb. 21, Depart Feb. 24, 2008

WHERE:  Best Western Palm Aire Hotel & Suites, 415 S. International Blvd. at Exp. 83, Weslaco, TX 
78596

ROOM RATE: $64.00 a night plus tax. Includes free buffet breakfast. (For up to 2 persons)

RESERVATIONS: Call 1-800-248-6511 and mention MARAC to get the special rate. Same rate applies 
if you come in early or stay late. Our block of rooms will be held until Jan. 21. Please reserve before 
then if possible.

There will be an antenna forum and undetermined others.

CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM

Registration includes name badge, group photo and prize drawing
Single………………………………………………………..____X$10.00=___________
OM/L Couple………………………………………..……..____X$15.00=___________
Chuck Wagon Dinner (Thursday night)…………….……._____X$19.00=__________
Saturday Night Dinner……………………………………._____X$19.00=__________
Chicken Fried Steak ____ Fried Catfish ____
Total (Includes taxes and gratuities)……………………………………….____________

Name………………………………………..Call………….USACA#....................
Name………………………………………..Call………….USACA#....................

Email Address of primary registrant……………………………………………….

Send a check for the total registration and dinner fees payable to:…..
Joyce Boothe, WB9NUL			   Phone 956-636-9161
21175 FM 2556				    Email: joycenul@aol.com
Santa Rosa, TX 78593			   Cell: 956-202-3373

mailto:joycenul@aol.com
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Members Vote to change to the MARAC Bylaws

At the 2007 MARAC Annual Meeting, the Board of Directors approved the following amendment to 
Article III, paragraph 3.1(b) of the MARAC Bylaws:

To change “At least ninety (90) days before the closing date for nominations, the Election 
Coordinator shall publish a list of positions that will be filled in the annual election and solicit 
nominations for candidates for each position”.

To read “At least sixty (60) days before the closing date for nominations, the Election 
Coordinator shall publish a list of positions that will be filled in the annual election and solicit 
nominations for candidates for each position”.

The results of membership voting for ratification during the month of September 2007 were 
twenty nine (29) FOR and zero (0) AGAINST. The Election Coordinator has a list of voting participants. 

Jerry Mertz W0GXQ
Secretary

Bylaws
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1st Quarter Ballot
Votes Accepted through

December 31, 2007

You are voting for Net Controls who ran the net and mobiles
that ran in the 1st Quarter which were the months of

July, Aug, and Sept of 2007
1 vote per Quarter --- Please

Please enter below:

Call Sign* __________ or Election Key* __________

Annual Award for:		  1st choice			   2nd choice 

Best Net Control – SSB: 		  ___________ 		  ____________
Best Net Control - CW: 		  ___________ 		  ____________
Best Mobile – SSB		  ___________			   ____________
Best Mobile – CW 		  ___________			   ____________
Best Team (Enter both calls): ___________ /__________ ___________/____________

Mail to:	MARAC AWARDS
		  PO BOX 188
		  CARLSBAD, TX 76934  

Clip or copy and mail this ballot or use the handy electronic voting system at http://marac.org/elections 
..............................................................................

New Members

Please Welcome Our New Members and Add them to Your Data Base

MARAC No.   Call         Full Name	  Address    	          City and State	                  Home Cty       Phone Number      

R-4329        KD4QIT    Jeff Newsome Jr.    2705 Northumberland Hwy    Lottsburg, VA	             Northumberland   804-529-6645
mid484-countyhunter@yahoo.com 

R-4330	   KA8ZPN    Brenda Sidney        6035 South M-43 Hwy	            Hastings, MI	             Barry	       269-623-4769
wb8jzn@mei.net

R-4331        KF2O	     Hank Kiernan        220 Pinebrook Blvd	            New Rochelle, NY      Westchester	      914-235-4940
hankkier@aol.com

R-4332        WB9EAW   Tom Kaitchuck     433 Ellinwood Ave                 Reedsburg, WI	             Sauk	      608-524-5591
wbk9eaw@rucls.net

mailto:mid484-countyhunter@yahoo.com
mailto:wb8jzn@mei.net
mailto:hankkier@aol.com
mailto:wbk9eaw@rucls.net
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Treasurer’s Report
November 30, 2007

Funds Balance October 31, 2007	     $26,532.25

Income:
  	 Awards Manager Income 	 $1,018.00
	 Dues                                       	  $1,192.00                                                   	                   
	 Money Market Interest	 $19.76
	 Logger Distribution	 $180.00
			   $2,409.76

Expenses:
	 Awards Manager Expenses	 $305.27
	 Print-Right, Inc – Newsletter                  	  $323.39
	 Seabury & Smith Liability Ins	 $862.00
	 Bank Fee	 $3.50
			     $1,494.16

				    $ 915.60

Account Balances			   $27,447.85
Checking Account		  $7,139.10
Money Market Account		  $20,308.75
				    $27,447.85

Note:
The following monies are not included in the above:
	 Awards Chairman’s Funds	 $1,200.00
	 Convention Chairman’s Funds - 2008       	$2,500.00



The County Line Roadrunner
MARAC Secretary
PO Box 758
Park Rapids, MN 56470

		  “A Road Runner Is A Very Fast Bird”

Monthly Deadline for Articles is the 25th!

Board of Directors
President: Joyce Boothe, WB9NUL, 21175 FM2556, Santa 
Rosa, TX 78593 1-956-636-9161, joycenul@aol.com
Vice-President: Chuck Secrest, AD8W, 105 E Bluff Rd, Harbor 
Springs, MI 49740, 231-526-7592, ad8w@charter.net
Secretary: Jerry Mertz, W0GXQ, PO Box 758, Park Rapids, 
MN 56470, 218-252-6848, w0gxq@unitelc.com
Treasurer: Terry Dummler, WQ7A, PO Box 500, Yelm, WA 
98597, 253-370-3377, wq7a@comcast.net 
Great Lakes Director: Robert N Woody, N8KIE, 7661 Allen, 
Clarkson, MI 48348, 248-652-1872, n8kie@aol.com
North Central Director: Cliff Bird, AC0B, 6140 Hwy 194, 
Saginaw, MN 55779, 218-343-7473, ac0b@arrl.net
Northeast Director:  Carol-Ann Reitman, AB2LS, 100 Wood-
bury Rd, Highland Mills, NY 10930, 845-928-6238, ab2ls@
optonline.net
South Central Director: Ross Harrell, N0ZA, 2433 Bella Pago 
Dr, Grand Junction, CO, 81503, 970-216-6604, n0za@bresnan.
net
Pacific Director: Robert T. Devine, KC6AWX, 407 Alam-
eda Del Prado, Novato, CA 94949-6302, 1-415-883-8980,  
kc6awx@marac.org
Southeast Director: David Splitt, KE3VV, 6111 Utah Ave. 
N.W., Washington, DC 20015-2005, 1-202-362-3355  ke3vv@
marac.org

Appointees
Awards Manager: Janet Camron, KC5QCB, MARAC 
Awards, PO Box 188, Carlsbad, TX 76934, 325-659-2802, 
awardslady@suddenlink.net
Newsletter Editor: Dave Hyatt, KU4YM, 116 Old Course 
Rd., Summerville, SC 29485, 1-843-442-8666, dhhyatt@
ieee.org
Sunshine Coordinator: Nancy Nosker, W0NAN, PO Box 
98, 14 W. 4th Ave.Grand Marais, MN 55604-0098,1-218-
387-1546 w0nan@marac.org 
Webmaster: Mike Fatchett, W0MU, PO Box 3500, 
Parker, CO 80134, 303-548-7222, w0mu@w0mu.com
Custodian, Club Call, K9DCJ: Joyce Boothe, WB9NUL, 
21175 FM2556, Santa Rosa, TX 78593 1-956-636-9161    
joycenul@aol.com
Election Coordinator: VACANT --Please contact Joyce, 
WB9NUL if interested
MARAC General Counsel: David Splitt, KE3VV, 6111 
Utah Avenue NW Washington, D.C. 20015-2461, 1-202-
362-3355,  ke3vv@marac.org 
Computer Data Manager: Gene A Olig Sr, KD9ZP, W 
4325 4th St Rd, Fond du Lac, WI 54936, 920-923-0130, 
gaolig@pitnet.net
Dues with a printed copy of the Newsletter are $20.00 per 
year. Dues with an Electronic copy are $14.00 per year.  
Dues with the Newsletter mailed to all continents other 
than North America 30.00 a year.

mailto:wb9nul@marac.org
mailto: ad8w@charter.net
mailto: w0gxq@unitelc.com
mailto: wq7a@comcast.net
mailto: n8kie@aol.com
mailto: ac0b@arrl.net
mailto:  n0za@bresnan.net
mailto:  n0za@bresnan.net
mailto: kc6awx@marac.org
mailto: ke3vv@marac.org
mailto: ke3vv@marac.org
mailto:  awardslady@suddenlink.net
mailto: w0nan@marac.org
mailto: w0mu@w0mu.com
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