
THE COUNTY LINE

ROADRUNNER
Published Monthly by the Mobile Amateur Radio Awards Club, Inc.

Volume XXXVII				    July 2007					     Number 7

From My Point of View
Joyce, WB9NUL

The National Convention is nearly here.  Matt and Sharon and the committee have all 
done a great job.  Barry and I are going to fly in from Texas.  I sure will miss hearing 

all the mobiles and not being able to put out some counties.  The Colorado QSO Party has 
been scheduled for the weekend of our convention to take advantage of so many mobiles 
in the area.
	 I neglected last month to note that W4CCT, Rich had heart surgery.  He is doing 
well but you still might want to send him a card.  Also, Ralph WB4HXG contacted me 
and told me that Beverly had brain surgery.  Please send cards to their home address.  She 
is doing better and I hope she will have a full recovery.
	 The awards committee has sent their recommendations to the Board and we will 
be looking at those at the meeting in Colorado.  Look forward to seeing you all soon.  73, 
WB9NUL
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Dateline CW
Ed, KN4Y

There are county lines of which the stopping and leaving are by far the best parts.

Here I sit broken hearted for half the year has already departed. Speaking of departing, I am at the radio working the many 
mobiles headed to the MARAC national convention in Denver, Colorado. I sure wish I was one of those mobiles, maybe 

next year. I hear the crunching of gravel as Gator stops his four-by-four at the recycled railroad tie.
I yell, “Come in Gator, the doors unlocked.” Gator wipes his feet on the welcome mat and comes in carrying a bag, 

“I got a drink called Monster, and it gives you energy.” I go to the cooler, “I do not need energy. I want to feel good.” I get 
two 807’s at just above ice temperature and hand one to Gator. He cranks off the head,”Dude, I lost it there for a moment and 
tosses the Monster drink cans into the trash can. Who is on the radio?” “I am working the mobiles going to the convention, 
hold on while I work this station in Logan County.”  Gator sits down in the Norm recliner (named after a famous Texan 
county hunter) and looks at the envelopes on the desk.

“I notice you have received a bunch of QSL cards and MRCs for our participation in the Alabama QSO party, you 
want me to verify the contacts in the log?” “I sure would appreciate that Gator. Be sure to mark on the MRC that you did the 
checking.” “Why?” “The county hunter would know it was done appropriately.” Gator gives me a thumb up and smiles all 
over himself. He goes to the label writer and makes a checked by Gator stick-on. He methodically checks each contact; he 
does not want any moralist sending him e-mails.

“By the way Dude, how did we do in the Alabama QSO party?” I open my logbook, “We put out (in contesting 
context) 14 counties, traveled 774 miles and made 691 contacts. We ran only CW on four bands all having a short skip 
feature. I did not make as many DX contacts as last year. The driver consumed more fuel than the vehicle.” Gator gives me 
two thumbs up. “That is 1.4 QSO per mile and 3 hot chicken wings per county.”

“The only excitement we had was when, after dark, we switched to the 80-Meter antenna and few miles down the 
road we heard a KABOOM. I was sure we had lost the antenna. We stopped and found a night flying bird had hit the stinger 
and bent it ten degrees. Bet that was one surprised bird.” We laugh and enjoy a cool refreshing drink.

There is the sound of CW in Gator’s pants pocket. He checks his cell phone. “Gotta  run Dude, the alarm went off on 
the back unit.” He is out the door and metaphorically roars off into the sunset.

I notice the number of QSL and MRC requests for the AQP has outnumbered the total number received from the 
previous three mobile expeditions. I need to talk to Ray about increasing his CW activities in Alabama. I check and sign 
each QSL and MRC and put the envelopes in the mailbox to be picked up by wild Wilma. I notice a sheet of paper on the 
floor. I retrieve it and notice it is a notice for the 2007 South East Mini that will once again be held at the Springmaid Beach 
Resort in Myrtle Beach, SC. The dates this year will be October 18-20, 2007. I mark the dates on my calendar. This is not my 
favorite location, but I will probably still go. The only State QSO party this month is the Colorado QSO Party from 2000Z, 
July 15 to 0400Z, July 16. That is the same time the county hunters will be heading home from the convention. Too hot to go 
outside right now, will continue to work mobiles or take a nap, whichever comes first.
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New Members

Please Welcome Our New Members and Add them to Your Data Base

MARAC No.   Call         Full Name	  Address    	                        City and State	                  Home Cty       Phone Number      

R-4313         N7PJP	    George Redmond	  23636 S Day Lane	           Estacada, OR		  Clackamas    503-630-2446
n7pjp1@cascadaaccess.com

R-4314         W7WCC	   Larry Gerhardstein    2839 W Kennewick Ave     Kennewick, WA	                  Benton	     000-000-0000
w7wcc@arrl.net 

R4315	    K3UW	    Douglas Weilnau	  2585 Hill Road	           Green Lane, PA		 Montgomery 215-234-0772
k3uw@arrl.net

R4316	    K9KBK	    John Hyden	  4112 S Whitnall Ave	            Milwaukee, WI	 Milwaukee    414-481-8257
john@k9kbk.com

R4317           W0ME       Alvin Wiechman     304 South 11th 	             Salina, KS		  Saline	     785-825-4379
w0me@sbcglobal.net

Net Control
Hours of Service rule Revised

The MARAC Board approved the following revision.
For purposes of MARAC awards, credit for service as a Net Control Station (NCS) 
or Assistant Net Control (ANCS) can be earned for assisting mobile stations to make 
contacts with other county hunters, including maintaining control of a net frequency, 
keeping a list of active mobiles, announcing mobile call signs and counties, and 
providing relays. NCS and ANCS time may not be claimed when a net is not operating 
(“open session”).  A log must be maintained by the NCS or ANCS containing the dates 
and hours of operation as NCS or ANCS.  The log may also include other information 
supporting the time of service claimed, such as call signs of mobiles run and the name 
of the counties run.  This log must be submitted with any application for an award where 
credit for NCS or ANCS is claimed.  Then applying for an award, the applicant must also 
submit a summary of the log showing the total number of hours or service as NCS and 
ANCS claimed

mailto:Wa7hyd@comcast.net
mailto:k3uw@arrl.net
mailto:w0me@sbcglobal.net
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SE Mini

Location:		  Springmaid Resort; Myrtle Beach, SC
Dates:			  October 18-20, 2007
Directions:		  US 17 to southern end of Ocean Boulevard.  Take Ocean Blvd. ½ mile 	
			   to Spring Maid Blvd on right.  2/10 mile to reservation building on 		
			   right.  More details at http://semini.superhosts.net/
Room Rate:		  $69/night plus tax. ($77.85 total)  Call the hotel directly for 			 
			   reservations and mention MARAC.  The phone number is (843)315-		
		             7100.  The rate is valid only through September 3- Make your 			 
				    reservations early!  
Hotel Notes:		 There is a 2 night minimum stay, and a one night deposit is required. 		
			   Cancellations must be done 2 weeks in advance, and all but $25 of 		
			   your deposit will be refunded.  Cancellations within 2 weeks 			 
			   will be charged for 2 nights.
Parking:		  Ample FREE parking, both covered and open!
Activities:		  No group activities are planned, but area attractions include lots of 		
			   golfing and shows.   
Dinner:		  Buffet Style Dinner- $25/person Tax/Tip included.  
Registration		 $15 for first person, $5 each additional person.
Website:		  More information, including online registration is available at:
			   http://semini.superhosts.net/

Send registration and fees to:

Jeffrey Napier- AF3X
2804 Sue Ellen Drive
Knoxville, TN 37921-3754
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2007 SE Mini Registration

Callsign:  ________

Name (to be put on badge):

________________________________

Address: 

________________________________________________

USA-CA#: __________

Additional Names/Calls/USA-CA Numbers:

Basic Registration:								       15.00

Additional Registrations				    ____	 x 5.00		 __________

Banquet Tickets					     ____	 x 25.00	 __________

Total									         _______________
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Treasurer’s Report
June 30, 2007

Funds Balance May 31, 2007	     $27,443.94
 
Income:
  	 Dues                                       	  $634.00                                                   	                   
	 Awards Manager Income	 $446.00
	 Money Market Interest	 $21.25
	 Logger Distribution	 $100.00
			   $1,201.25

Expenses:
	 Awards Manager Expenses 	 $305.44
	 Fairmont Awards – plaques	 $94.65
	 National Door Prize Contribution	 $1299.39
	 Print-Right, Inc – newsletter                  	  $411.06
	 Bank Fee	 $3.50
	 Secretary Expenses	 $270.23
	 ARRL Member renewal	 $34.00
			     $2418.27

				    ($ 1217.02)

Account Balances			   $26,226.92
Money Market Account		  $20,205.05
Checking Account		  $6021.87
				    $26,226.92

Note:
The following monies are not included in the above:
	 Awards Chairman’s Funds	 $1,200.00
	 Convention Chairman’s Funds - 2007       	$2,500.00
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Awards

No report received

Birthdays

No report received



The County Line Roadrunner
MARAC Secretary
PO Box 758
Park Rapids, MN 56470

		  “A Road Runner Is A Very Fast Bird”

Monthly Deadline for Articles is the 25th!

Board of Directors
President: Joyce Boothe, WB9NUL, 21175 FM2556, Santa 
Rosa, TX 78593 1-956-636-9161, joycenul@aol.com
Vice-President: Chuck Secrest, AD8W, 105 E Bluff Rd, Harbor 
Springs, MI 49740, 231-526-7592, ad8w@charter.net
Secretary: Jerry Mertz, W0GXQ, PO Box 758, Park Rapids, 
MN 56470, 218-252-6848, w0gxq@unitelc.com
Treasurer: Terry Dummler, WQ7A, PO Box 500, Yelm, WA 
98597, 253-370-3377, wq7a@comcast.net 
Past President: Bill Inkrote, K2NJ, 911 Rte.579, Flemington, 
NJ 0822, 908-788-4827, K2NJ@marac.org
Great Lakes Director: Robert N Woody, N8KIE, 7661 Allen, 
Clarkson, MI 48348, 248-652-1872, n8kie@aol.com
North Central Director: Cliff Bird, AC0B, 6140 Hwy 194, 
Saginaw, MN 55779, 218-343-7473, ac0b@arrl.net
Northeast Director:  Donald L. Kimble, AE3Z, 242 Leisure 
Ln, Horseheads NY, 14845-4005 USA 1-607-795-4342, ae3z@
marac.org
South Central Director: Ross Harrell, N0ZA, 2433 Bella Pago 
Dr, Grand Junction, CO, 81503, 970-216-6604, n0za@bresnan.
net
Pacific Director: Robert T. Devine, KC6AWX, 407 Alam-
eda Del Prado, Novato, CA 94949-6302, 1-415-883-8980,  
kc6awx@marac.org
Southeast Director: David Splitt, KE3VV, 6111 Utah Ave. 
N.W., Washington, DC 20015-2005, 1-202-362-3355  ke3vv@
marac.org

Appointees
Awards Manager: Janet Camron, KC5QCB, MARAC 
Awards, PO Box 188, Carlsbad, TX 76934, 325-659-2802, 
awardslady@suddenlink.net
Newsletter Editor: Dave Hyatt, KU4YM, 116 Old Course 
Rd., Summerville, SC 29485, 1-843-442-8666, dhhyatt@
ieee.org
Sunshine Coordinator: Nancy Nosker, W0NAN, PO Box 
98, 14 W. 4th Ave.Grand Marais, MN 55604-0098,1-218-
387-1546 w0nan@marac.org 
Webmaster: Mike Fatchett, W0MU, PO Box 3500, 
Parker, CO 80134, 303-548-7222, w0mu@w0mu.com
Custodian, Club Call, K9DCJ: Joyce Boothe, WB9NUL, 
21175 FM2556, Santa Rosa, TX 78593 1-956-636-9161    
joycenul@aol.com
Election Coordinator: Brian Bird, NX0X, 4567 Caribou 
Lake Rd, Duluth, MN 55811, 218-729-5193, nx0x@arrl.
net
MARAC General Counsel: David Splitt, KE3VV, 6111 
Utah Avenue NW Washington, D.C. 20015-2461, 1-202-
362-3355,  ke3vv@marac.org 
Computer Data Manager: Gene A Olig Sr, KD9ZP, W 
4325 4th St Rd, Fond du Lac, WI 54936, 920-923-0130, 
gaolig@pitnet.net
MARAC Webmaster: (See Information Coordinator)
Dues with a printed copy of the Newsletter are $20.00 per 
year. Dues with an Electronic copy are $14.00 per year.  
Dues with the Newsletter mailed to all continents other 
than North America 30.00 a year.
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