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FROM THE DESK

OF THE PRESIDENT &1,
_ Bill K2NJ Ty
Winter isjust around the corner
Looking out across the back yard, the leaves are
garting to change colors— Every morning now thereis
ather frost or dew on the grass. Time to get on the
tractor and give the lawn a short cutting in preparation
for the leaves come flying down.

OK, helogt it... next is poetry... NOT! Time for
antennawork.... | am ill waiting for the guy to comein
and fix my septic system...He scheduled it for this
spring, but it has been so dang wet herethisyear that he
just could not get hisheavy equipment into theyard and
... wdl, getting in is easy... out would be another
gory... | havetowait for himto comeand go beforel
can put my beverages back up, since they are about 8
feet above the ground and crosstheyard ... otherwise
he will just go through them...

SO... | have my 80m Quarter wave vertica to put
up.... | planon putting about adozen quarter waveradids
under it, dong with 30 or S0 short ones (variouslengths).
That iswhy | want to cut the grassshort.... hell with the
leaves... | want to be able to take a carpet knife and
dit the ground (actudly, Scott will do that) leading from
the base of the verticad out — then lay the radids into
these trenches... Now is the best time to put them
down... it gives the grass (OK, weeds for those that
have been here) dl winter to recover from the ditsand
to grow over theradids... And it gives you the winter
season with agood radid system. .. because inevitably
you will have some loops hanging up (over rocks, €etc)
and the first mowing of the lawn... snip... more short
radias.

| have heard many talks on how to put down raised
radids... and how superior they are to radids on the
ground or under it... but then, they are up in the arr
aong with the beverages (and don't tell me they wont
interact). Y ou aso haveto duck under them and thet is

something Gall goes bdligtic abot. ..
(Continued on Page 2)

MINUTES
MARAC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AND MEMBER MEETING
Date: October 8, 2003

The Meeting of the MARAC Board of Directors was
cdledto order at 0800 PM EST (0100Z) by Bill (K2NJ).

The Officers present were:
President Bill Inkrote K2NJ
Vice Presdent Bob Voss N4CD
Secretary Norm Ellison W2LSH
Treasurer Jm Grandinetti KZ2P

Great Lakes Director
North Centra Director
Southeast Director

Randy Davis N8ELQ
John Robson WBOSTT
Dave Splitt  KE3VV
South Central Director Joyce Boothe WBINUL
Pecific Director Robert t. Devine  KC6AWX

The Members present were:

Hugh (K8GPC), Roger (W2NWL), Brian (NX0X)

Upon amotion by Joyce (WBONUL) and seconded
by Dave (KE3VV) the minutes of the Sept 10, 2003
meseting were gpproved. Roll cdl indicated 6 in favor,
none opposed.

Upon amotion by Dave (KE3VV) and seconded by
Joyce (WBONUL) the Treasurer’ sreport of September
30, 2003 was accepted. Roll call indicated 5 in favor, 1
abstention and none opposed.

OLD BUSINESS A: Noned thistime.

NEW BUSINESS A: Norm (W2LSH) moved to
deny arequest by amember of MARAC to be allowed
to pay hdf of the Membership dues amount and haf of
the charges on his Award applications. Second by Dave
(KE3VV). Rall cdl indicated 7 in favor to deny the
request, none opposed.

B. Acceptance of the Native American Award from
Duane (WV2B). Dave (KE3VV) moved that MARAC
accept the offer of the Native American CountiesAward
from WV 2B, and refer the award to the Awards
Committeefor arecommendation onincorporating it into
theMARAC awards. Thesevenrecipientsof theWV2B
award will begrand fathered in (continued on page 3)
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(President Continued from page 1)

Fdl season shows the bands improve here in the
Northern Hemisphere—for DX-ingthat is... It will dso
stabilize for domestic contacts (yes, like there wont be
any fallouts like this week... 40 went entirely).
Atmospheric noise should subsidize in the next month or
S0 as the Thunder Storms go away in most of the
continent. Thisis the season for Radio... Time to get
out whiletheweether is<till niceand do dl thoserepairs
and improvements on your antennas that you have been
putting off al summer... Notimelikethe present, because
soon it will be just too cold or snowy to do it...

When you think antennasfor domestic work, you
must first forget everything you have been told
about antennas — remember, most hams put up
antennas to work DX. Higher the better... If it lasts
thewinter, it wasnot big enough... yadayada. .. When
thinking domestic, think diversity and LOW

I have been toying with the idea of putting up avery
LOW loop for 20 Meters. Put it about 14 foot above
the ground ( Point 2 wavelengths). | want to dso bury
directly under this loop another loop, about 7% longer
(Thiswill act like areflector —again put it in the ground
agan). Thereason for thisstrange antennaisample... |
want to squirt my signd sraight up inthe ar... AND
graight back down... This configuration should give
very low noise (quad loops are notorious for very low
noise) and using the loop aso givesmodest 2.4 dB gain
over adipole. Great to work in close stuff | cant hear
with the beam.

Asayouth | put antennas up like this for 40 and 80
Meters(didn't bury thereflector, just laid it ontheground
for the weekends and kept the dogs in the house) for
Sweepstakes Contest weekends. Thisproduced in close
contacts (inthe North East, that isyour bread and butter
in this heavy population dengity) with a mongter sgndl.
Every other antenna out thereis designed to give you a
very low angle of radiation —to work DX... but in the
SSyouwant dloseduff. Sotaking thisfrommy memory,
| decided to do something like this for a secondary
antennafor County Hunting. 1t will aso give meajump
dart on the dozen or so counties| till need on 20M and
they aredl in close.

Now | don't have a lot of property to put these
antennasup on ... | have a2 Acrelot, and many years
ago | planted trees in drategic places around the lot.
These trees (dong with the tower) give me plenty of

places to attach wire/rope etc... With Gall’s one rule
that any wires not be low enough to choke you...

The point | am trying to make hereisthat you don't
have to invest a ton of money to purchase antennas
(especidly for county hunting). If you have someroom
—put up averticd —if you have moreroom and something
tal — put up a dipole or inverted Vee (assuming you
don’t have the desire or permission to put up a tower
and beam) If you have a few trees... try a horizontd
loop. ..

| was out with Roger (W2NWL) a few weeks ago
(he lives neer my Mom, and when | vist her, | get in
touch with Roger and Rose to join usfor Chinese) and
inthat retirement community they don't dlow antennas.
| asked him why he doesn’t put up a bird feeder.. ( |
know they dlow them, my Dad had one (with his CB
antennaindde))... Just put up averticd antenna(hustler,
K8CW, whatever) and cover it with PVC pipe. Put a
cross arm at the top (or middle) and fasten eye bolts
and loop some rope through them and drop abirdfeeder
or two from it. Slit the ground and put some radids
under it... and bury your coax into the house (remember
a cute trick, make a loop in the coax before it comes
into the house — that keeps water from running down
it)...  Other than the cost of a mobile antenna (better
even if you get a quarter wave high, that is 16 foot on
20M — big bird feeder) it only cost you a few dollars
extrato hideitin PVC—and it givesyou the extrajoy of
watching thosebirdsdl winter long (and they gppreciate
the food).

Antennas don't have to cost a bunch... 32 foot of
wiregetsyou adipoleon 20M... that and afew dollars
worth of coax (| use RG8/x mini RG8) and you have a
descent antenna. 16 foot of duminum tubing (two ten
foot lengths, with 4 feet nested ingde the bigger one)
and you have a dynamite verticd antenna... and if you
can mount that on top of a garage, housg, tree, pole
whatever... it works even better (don't use Orange
Radia wire on awhite roof as| did... no matter how
good it works, XYL’sdon't appreciate it).

If you have atree out back and can get afishing line
over it... hang 16 foot of wire from that fishing line
verticaly — attach the coax at the bottom of it and put
XX radidsunder it. If itis10 or so foot off the ground,
then 4 radidswill do (fan out horizontally from the feed
point, and use a string to tie the feed towards ground).

If you put it up with the feed point on the ground, then
(President Continued on page 3)
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(President continued from page 2)

the more radids the better (and don’t forget the ground
rod)..

If you arelucky to have averticd, ahigh dipoleand a
low dipole then you have al three possibilities covered
and you will have much better luck working everything
from DX to your neighbors. And this antenna system
will probably be aweekend project and cost you under
ahundred dollars (coax will be your main cost). If you
have room put up dipoles for various directions... dl
these antennas brought into the shack into agood coaxia
switch and you're in seventh heaven. ..

Remember one of our old sadwarts Ella, WOAYL.
She used to run the net dl the time and she had nothing
but wire antennas and a hundred wetts (or so | have
been told).

| hope to be out mobile abunch morein the next few
weeks. | havethe 2 bands now working on the car (40/
20) pretty good — ill have not been able to get low
SWR on both ends of the band, so | will be running
QRP down on the CW net till | get it licked (Gail , For
Chrigmas an new antenna tuner would be nice... Or
make that the door prize down your way Joyce... hi
hi)...

| want to thank those that phoned me, or wrote to
me, or E-mailed me about last month’scolumn. You're
encouragement means alot.

73
Bill K2NJ

M 1nutes (continued

asthefirg 7 recipients of the MARAC award. Second
by Joyce (WBONUL). Rall cdl indicated 8 infavor, none
opposed.

C. Norm (W2LSH) moved that MARAC purchase a
new color printer to be used by the MARAC Awards
Manager. The cost to be approximately $250.00.
Second by Bob (KC6AWX). Roll cdl indicated 7 in
favor, none opposed.

OPEN MEETING Nothing at thistime.

With no further Business to come before the Board,
Dave (KE3VV) moved that we adjourn. Seconded by
Bob (N4CD), the motion Carried, 5 in favor, none
opposed. We adjourned at 08:15pm EDT.
Respectfully Submitted,

Norm Ellison W2LSH
Secretary, MARAC

Please Welcome Our New Members

And Add Them To Your Database.
Marac # Call Name Address Cnty E mail

R-3097 K6CA Tim Hoy PO Box 3734 LaMesa, CA
91944-3734 San Diego K6ca@arrl.net

R-3098 K2RP Ron Pallack 659 Shanas Encinitas,
CA 92024 San Diego K2rp@arrl.net

R-3099 NN9K Peter E Beedlow 741 Greenway Ave.
Colona, IL 61241-9337 Henry nn9k@arrl.net

“The Old. Tyme Radio Quiz”
Written by: Ross Gam

Produced by: Alan Young K6KLL

1. Basl Rathbone portrayed what fictional

detective on radio (and in 17 movies)?

2. One actor played the role of Chester during the
eight years “ Gunsmoke’ aired on CBS Radio. His
Name?

3. What popular radio comedian provided the
voices of Willie Lump Lump, Cauliflower McPhee
and Junior on his weekly show?

4. Gde Gordon Delighted millions of ligeners for
hisrolesin three radio series. What were they?

5. Danish-born actor Jean Hersholt was best
known to radio audiences by the name of the charac-
ter he portrayed on CBSradio for amost 17 Y ears.
That was.

6. What broadcast persondity was. The Happy
Postman on “Burns andAllen” Professor LeBlanc on
“The Jack Benny Show “ The barber on “The Great
Gilderdeave’ (Answers on page9)

Thereisno
ROAD R NNER

Without “U”
“Your input is Needed”
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DATELINE CW
By Ed, KN4Y

“A CW county hunter isalways
better than a book.”

The twenty-third running of the Southeast Mini
convention isin the history books. | plan to stop at the
shack and drop off thelogs generated on thistrip. | turn
off themain road and notice Gator’ sfour-by-four in the
driveway. | honk the horn and it sounds like | stepped
on the tail of a cat. What ever happened to the horn
having that take notice sound? Reckon it isthe offshoot
result of affirmativeaction. | sop at therecycled rallroad
tie and open the van door as Gator opens the shack
door. He givesme a high five.

Welcome back home county hunter Dude, | have got
everything ready. Therigison 14.056.5 KHz; the cooler
isfull andiced down, and afresh pot of boiled goobers.
| want to hear dl about the convention.” | go into the
shack, pop acouple cool ones, give oneto Gator. “What
do you want to know?’ “Everything, did Al ask about
me? Did you haveaCW meeting?Did...” “Cadmdown
Gator, st down and | will tell you about the mini
convention. Gator takes the stainless sted pot strainer
and dipsout some peanuts from the boiling salt mixture.
A boiled peanut must cool for a minute otherwise the
lips bligter. Gator sits down and makes the universa
zipped lip gesture. | take another cooling sip and begin
my discourse.

“I got there on Thursday afternoon, checked in and
took my suitcase to my room. | freshened up and went
to the hospitability room. It was obvious | was not the
first to arrive and soon | too was trying to top the
previous story. CH and BS are synonymous. Not al
thenewswasgood. Bob, KIDAF, becameaslent key.”
We bow our heads and say rest in peace my friend.

“ Didyousee AL?" “Yes Gator, Al and | downed a
few beersin you honor.” Gators eyes glaze over with
admiration. Al, Clinton and Gator are from Arkansas,
the butterbal trio. | point to the cooler and continue,
“There were 148 county hunters registered and 137
planning to go to the banquet.” 1 open and eat a handful
of boiled peanuts as Gator pops the top on the barley
of life. “Did you haveaCW medtingand did AL runit?

“Y es Gator we had a CW meeting and No Gator Al
did not run it. Bob N4CD was the moderator.

(continued on page 6)

“My First State QSO Party - Mobile’
Phil Yasson AB7RW
About ten days before the Washington Samon Run,
| told my wife Barbara AC7UH that we were going
mobile on 20/21 September during the WSR Contest.
Sheimmediatdy sad, “OK.”

The planning began. | laid out a route to cover the
western part of the state, wherethe scenery isexce lent,
there are lots of people, gas stations and restaurants. |
sent my county ligt to the contest planner, Ward Silver
NOAX. Hereplied that two other mobiles had aready
stated they would cover the west end and suggested
that | should consider the southern and eastern part of
thestate. After couple of hoursof mulling over themaps,
theroutewas born. Barbaraand | went over it acouple
of more times. | decided to begin the contest on the
east end of Skamania County, go a short distance to
Klickitat, then head east and north.

We Ieft the house later than planned, a Sign that the
rest of the day would be off track. | decided to get on
the County Hunter frequency of 14056 kHz and give
out counties enroute to Skamania. | started with Clark
as soon aswe got on 1205 heading to Portland. Before
| knew it, Barbarayeled “Multnomah, OR” a mid span
of the Glenn Jackson Bridge. We turned east on 184
into the beautiful Columbia Gorge. This route was
selected because US14 on the Washington sde dso
follows the Columbia River; it is one lane each way,
with lots of hills, sharp curves, very dow driving, and
very dangerous. We traveled 184 to the Hood River
Bridge wherewe crossed the ColumbiaRiver again and
into Skamania County. We findly found a decent, safe
place to park, and | immediately started tapping out a
CQ. After about ten minutes it was obvious that | had
not recelved any responses, o wewent up themountain
to about 2,500 feet. Still nothing, even the Douglas firs
were quiet. So | gave up on Skamania and we drove
about two milesinto Klickitat County, then haf way up
the hill to White Sdmon at about 1,500 feet dtitude.
We parked in an abandoned gas station lot. The
responsesto my CQ wereimmediatewith apileup which
gave me a comfortable feding that the equipment was
operating asit should. | wasusing anlcom 706 MKGII2
into aHigh Serra antenna. When contacts ceased, we
left under the watchful eyes of someone who appeared
to be wondering what we had up our deeves.

(continued on page 5)
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My First (continued)

We crossed the Columbia River, picked up 184 and
headed eadt. | got back on the County Hunter freq giving
out the next six Oregon countiesin our trek to Benton,
County, WA and back to the SR Contest.

After we passed Pasco, WA and into Wdla Walla
County, it wasdl back roads, onelanein each direction,
no towns, no people, just golden dry whesat or Straw
fidds. A few trees were visble, especidly where the
area was irrigated. Southeastern Washington is quite
desolate with some very driking scenery.

Montana, |daho, Washington, and Oregon were re-
formed about 14,000 yearsago when anicedaminthe
Missoula area burst, unleashing a flood that was 400
miles long, 2,000 feet deep having more water than
Lake Erie and Lake Ontario combined. It unleashed
520 cubic miles of water. Water was 500 feet degp in
some areas. Portland, Oregon was under 400 feet of
water. The flood made the Pdouse, Columbia Basin,
and Willamette Vdley very fertile lands that produce
the fruit, vegetables, and grain that have made
Washington and Oregon famous.

We continued through Columbia County, then
Garfidd. Garfield was quite a county, after ten minutes
of no responsg, | finaly searched for any gation, came
across K7TQ who was aso in Garfiedd. The county
has 2-3,000 foot hills, called coulees, on both sides of
the road making communications very chdlenging. The
interegting item in Whitman County occurred aswewere
heading north to Dusty, WA, where we would turn left
and begin to head west. The only part of Dusty we saw
wasagran goragefacility and two smdl buildingsaong
the sde of the road. Upon investigation we found two
wedl-maintained outhouses. About fifty milestothewest,
was another pair of outhouses.

We motored dong to Conndll, WA, where we spent
the night a one of the two motels in town. The price
was right and there were very good restaurants within
walking distance.

We were on the road at 9 AM Sunday. The trip
through the Columbia Plateau, with SR activity in aress
where communicationswere not blocked by mountains
was very uneventful. West of Y akima dong the Tieton
River, there were hundreds of people rafting. While it
was definitdy white water rafting, it didn’t look very
rough. There were buses and automobiles parked al
aong the road for the next three or more miles.

We stopped at White Pass, elevation 4,500 fest, to
edt thelunch we purchased inaY akimagrocery. White
Passisaski resort on the Pacific Crest Trail located on
the boundary between the William O Douglasand Goat
Rocks Wilderness areas. The lunch was excellent, the
ar was nice and fresh, and it did not take the yellow
jackets long to find us. | shared part of my sandwich
with them so we became friends. The temperature was
58 degrees.

We were soon in Lewis County, still surrounded by
high mountains when abeautiful view of Mount Rainier
gppeared right in front of us. Because of our location
and theangle, it seemed likewewereon top of it instead
of some sixty miles away. Mt Rainer was al decked
out in her year-round blanket of snow glistening in the
bright sunlight. We continued through Lewis County,
about 110 miles of it from east to west. We picked up
I5 south and headed for homewherewe arrived twenty
minutes before the contest ended. | was happy that we
had been on the air for most of the contest. Barbara
was happy, because we were able to make it to the
symphony in Portland that evening.

Altogether we covered 735 miles, transmitted CW
in fourteen Washington counties for 226 QSO'sand 7
Oregon countiesfor another 55 contacts. | learned that
it is near to impossible to use a hand key for CW on
washboard roads and going over expansion joints on
the bridgeswhere the roadway islower than the bridge.
We both enjoyed the trip. Perhaps next year, Barbara
will do SSB inthe SR and I’ll pinpoint the county lines
as| drivedong. 73 sAB7RW/AC7UH

November Birthdays

W2NWL November 1 VE9DH November 1
N5DWI November 3 W7TSM November 3
WA2AKB November 4 KASMMM November 4
N1API November 6 WU4S November 6
KWOU November 7 NT9V November 10
NX4W November 10 W5UGD November 11
WBOSTT November 13 N4XML November 13
WBO0AXN November 13 K8GPC November 13
WASAUR November 16 KA9FDV November 16
N7LYR November 17 W4XT November 17
WB2AXG November 17 WB9ZHS November 17
NFON November 18 W7LQT November 20
W7WBZ November 22 W5ETM November 23
KK7X November 23 VEI1BES November 24
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(CW continued)

The CW mesting turned into a sideband meeting.”
Gator, looks like a county hunter who just reslized
Maineisthe only state whose nameisjust one syllable.
He runs out the door, this news is too much even for
Gator's cast iron ssomach. Gator returnsand Stsin the
recliner; afew boiled peanuts should settle him down.
“The meseting did not lagt long, Barry said it was time
for his meeting. “Barry who?' “Was your Mother a
owl? 1 said jokingly. “You remember | told you about
Barry, WOUCW, and his antennaforum.” “| remember
now heisthe Dudethat doesnot believethesgna comes
off theend of theantenna. But weknow better.” | ignore
Gator and continue.

“There was a0 a bus load of county hunters who
went to the Grand Ole Opry.” At the mention of the
Grand Ole Opry.” Gator comesdive. “Didyougo” “No”
Gator saresat mein dishdief. “I went last year Gator,
changes are made at the Opry once a decade.” Gator
watches Opry on TV every week, He cannot accept
thefact aperson would not go to the Grand Ole Opry.”
“I would have gone,” Gator grunts as he getstwo more
cool ones. Heydlls, “Did that Relph, WB4FFV, Dude
st thetrip up? “Yes or his XYL, but in either case it
was a event well planned.” “How about the Boo Boo
mobile ride” “It is a greet med a the Mary Bobo's
restaurant and yes Herb, W9GBH, again took abunch
to lunch.” “Y ou be a poet and don't know it.”

“How about ding-ding?’ | pop Gator on the head,
“Bill Bell, KM4W, is going to ring your chimes if you
show up at next years convention scheduled for October
14,15,16, 2004.” “I will be there if | get my license”
Bill issafel mutter under my bregth. “1 have some good
news and some bad news. The good new is Bill Nash
owner and operator of the B&B Shop attended the
convention. The bad news isthe B&B Shop is closing
down. Theshop wasvery activewhen | becameacounty
hunter. Good luck in your next adventure Bill.” Gator
looksat me, “Bill isnot here” “I know Gator, it aspiritud
expression of good fortune.”

Gator’s pager rumbles. “I have customers and
addiction waitsfor no man. (Gator makes, refines, and
sls moonshine for those who just tuned in), Gator is
out the door and soon the quiet stillness of a October
evening is shattered as Gator’ s four-by-four springs to
life. Gatorsydls, “ Did you know hillstravel through the

| yell back, “In Arkansas the movie houses have a
sign that reads, do not talk to the characters on the
screen. Testshave shown they can't hear you.” Hegives
methe New Y ork cabbie sdute. Findly got the last jab
in. | go back into the shack. | shut off the burner before
the peanuts get mushy.

It is sad but Gator is right, addiction is a harsh
taskmaster. Bob, KODAF, wasasmoker and it resulted
in hisdemise. Damn! | have had too many cool ones; |
am beginning to sound like a preacher. Joyce,
WBINUL, announced the MARAC convention isuly
2004 at Wedaco, Texas. But who cares, right now |
need a nap.

mail at twice the speed of checks?’

Mobile Amateur Radio Awards
Club Treasurer’s Report
October 31, 2003

Funds Balance 9/30/03 $26,205.39
Income:

Awards $1,274.00

Dues $ 960.00

Interest $5.43

$2,239.43

Expenses:

Gene Olig — expenses $474.05

Roger Purdy - printer toner $104.93

Fairmont Awards - awards $546.50

Stafford Engraving - awards $39.00

Print-Right, Inc — newsletter & envelopes $536.41
$1.700.89
$538.54

Account Balances $26,743.93

$24,776.28

$1.967.65
$26,743.93

Money Market Account
Checking Account

Note:
The following monies are not included
in the above:

Awards Chairman’s Funds

$1,200.00
2003 Convention Chairman’s Funds

$2,500.00
2004 Convention Chairman’s Funds

$2,500.00
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Your Help |s Needed

I’m looking to compile an accurate current list of Big
Rigs, Ylsand Teams. | am not looking for any historica
data but instead am looking to compile acurrent list as of
today. Rather then start from scratch I’ ve compiled the
following listsfrom my own logbook which I’ d appreciate
your assistance in updating. | am surethere are mistakes!

Please note that although the MARAC Team award is
for OM/YL Teamsonly. I'd like to collect data on any 2
station teams. However | would classify a team as two
stations that operate more then 50% of their mobile
contactstogether. Also notethat the order of thecallsigns
on each row of theteam list isnot significant in any way.

Here are the lists I've compiled so far. Please send
any additions, deletions and corrections to me at
nj 2dx@yahoo.com. Thanks and 73, Tom NJ2DX

YL List Team List:
AB2LS W5MAR AA9JJ  N9QPQ
WB5TWK WEXIN AESEA WBSMEU
WBS5YAI W7AXY AF8CS  WBSFBG
WB8FBG WOXYL K3MT  KF4LGR
AD5JS WB2AXG K4ELK  KD4NFE
KOGO WB3JDC KSWTA  WB5TWK
KSBKT WB5TWK K6JN W6EXJIN
KOFDL WB5YA| K9IA WOXYL
KA1QBC WBSEBG KALJPR KA1QBC
KAATYG WBONUL KB6HW W6YLJ
KA9QKN WD9HAM KB9ER WD9HAM
KBOMHH KD8HA  KD8HB
KB6HW KD9ZP  K9FDL
KBOMGI  Big Rig List KGOBB WODSY
KCOFXL AGA4IF KJ5PQ  KG5UZ
KCOQER K6TEX KJsv KJI8W
KC5UO KCINA KM9X  KBOMGI
KC8HWV  KC8MCX Kz2pP N2FPM
KD4NFE KK7X NODIA  KCO0JG
KD8HB N8MYC N1BY KQ9X
KF4LGR NoVIB N7ID W7AXY
KIOJD NOWLJ N8IPG ~ K8OOK
KJI5PQ VE3ACW NOHRX  NT9V
KJ8F WB4FFV Nv4z N3ISH
KJI8W WCOPD NVl NV6L
N1FJR WHG6GA NW6S  K4YL
N2FPM NXO0X KBOMHH
N4ODI WODFK  WWO0G
N4TPH WONAC KCOQER
N6GLI W5UJO KC5UO
N7VZE W5VD  KOGO
N8IPG W7LQT W7WBZ
NOHRX WIOSUQ KA9QKN
NO9QPQ WAOQJCE KCOFXL
NOSTL WA2AKB AB2LS
NV4z WA3ZTY WB3JDC
NV6L WB2AXG K2NJ
WONAN WBONUL W9UCW

Database Printouts Available
KD9ZP

Awar ds M anager

| am now in a pogtion to provide a up-to-date
printout of the MARAC database as used on the
MARAC website.

The printout consists of:
- Award Rules
MARAC Members—Past and Present listed
by Call Area. This printout has Names,
Addresses, Email Address, and number of stars
including BINGO
Stars—Lig of dl Cdlshaving at least one Star
with their number. List sorted by Call.
Ligt of Starsby Number — Complete list of
al Starsin numerical order.
The printout is printed on two sSdes (Duplexed) usng
3 hole punch paper suitable for inserting in a 3 hole
binder supplied by the user.

Codt:

$5 for MARAC Members — This includes $3.85
for Priority Mail shipping

$10 for non Members

Make check out to MARAC Awardsand mail to :
MARAC Awards

P.O Box 2295

Fond du Lac, WI

54936-2295

MARAC Board Mesting
Schedule for 2003-04

Nov 12, Dec 10

2004
Jan 14, Feb 11, Mar 10, Apr 14,

May12, June 9, July Saturday
morning at convention.
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KC3X presents County Hunting
Program To Amateur Radio club.
Dave, WAYDY

Hollis Thigpen, KC3X, presented a program about
county hunting to the Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club
(BARC) in Greenville, NC (Pitt County) at their
October 14th meeting. He had a computer dide show
and demonstrated the KWIKLOG county hunting
program. He has presented the program to over 20
Amateur Radio clubs.

Hollisfirg gave abrief history of county hunting and
answered eight questions. Hisfirst question asked “What
is County Hunting? He explained the CQ Magazine
awards program and how it worked. He talked about
the many awards offered by the Mobile Amateur Radio
Awards Club (MARAC). He had many of his awards
on display in the meeting room so they could be viewed
after the presentation. Second he explained where to
find the county hunters, the frequencies, bands, etc. He
also covered the operation of the nets. Third, he
discussed the fact that fixed stations do not check into
the net. The only stations required to check in are the
mobiles that are going to put out counties.  After the
mobiles start running a county, how to make a contact
and required information to complete the contact was
the fourth question covered. He explained that a vdid
signal report between the two stations were required to
be acknowledged for avalid contact on the county hunter
nets.

CQ Magazine requires confirmed contacts so
confirming 3077 counties can get expensve. Hoallis
passed out a sample Mobile Reply Card (MRC) and
discussed how they werefilled out. Hedso said that a
lot of postage could be saved by usng MRC's. That
answered thefifth question. Sixth, “IsthereaQSL bureau
for County Hunting?’” He talked about the operations
of two county hunting QSL bureaus, CHARSIn Virginia
and MRCSin Cdiforniaand how they could save more
postage. For the seventh question, he covered
information for obtaining MRC's and other supplies.
Last, Hollistalked about whereto find moreinformation
about county hunting. He explained the web gStes that
are available with information, forums, trip information
and counties needed by others. The Brightlesf Amateur
Radio Club web site haslinks to the county hunter Sites
at http:/mww.gd .net/wdamc/hamlinks.html#Operating.

Hollis dso had dides of his mobile ingalation
showing the Kenwood TS-50 transceiver and his tri-
band (40-20-15) antenna system on histruck. Hecan
change bands without retuning so when Hollis changes
bands, he is usudly waiting for you! He explained the
extensve antenna grounding system he uses on his
antenna and had pictures of how he bonded the truck
body with extensve ground strgps. The fina picture
was of Hollis stting tal on his Harley-Davidson!

After taking several more questions from the
audience, he demongtrated the KWIKLOG program
by Willis, KMEJ. He explained the many awards that
the program tracked and various other functions of the
program. After the meeting adjourned, many of the
BARC members viewed Hollis's awards that were
displayed on severdl tables. Therewereabout adozen
plagues and severd certificates. Hallis logt about half
of his awards he had stored in this area during the
Hurricane Floyd flood that hit usin 1999.

Hallis presented an excellent program about county
hunting and his audience was very interested and
atentive to his presentation. Several commented after
the program how much they enjoyed it and how they
had learned that county hunting can be very involved
with the many types of awards offered by MARAC.
Also, the next day, others commented to me that they
enjoyed the program and didn’t redlize there were 0
many facets to county hunting.
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MARAC 2nd Quarter Ballot
Votes accepted thru
December 31st.

You are voting for Net Controls who ran the net and Mobiles
that ran in the 2nd Quarter Which are the months of
Sept, Oct and November
1 Vote per Quarter — PLEASE

Call Sign*

Election Key*

Please put EITHER your call sign or Election Key Code above.

Annual Award For:

1st Choice 2nd Choice

Best Net Control - SSB:
Best Net Control - CW:

Best Mobile - SSB:
Best Mobile - CW:

Best Team(Enter Call1/Call2):

Mail To:

Chuck Theisen, K9IA, Elections Coordinator

N5563 County Road K.
Fond Du lac Mi, 54935

Major Awards Issued For
The Month Of October
KD9ZP - AwardsManager

Award Number

LC-1 365

LC-2 11

LC-3 21

All Others 13

Call Date Award Number

WB2ABD 10/8/03 Last County Count 75 200

NE9DH 10/8/03 Last County Count 100 184

N8KIE 10/10/03 Last County Count 25 409

KJ5PQ  10/10/03 Last County Count 625 7

AISP 10/10/03 Last County Count 575 11

WAOYFQ 10/10/03 Last County Count 150 114

WBO9STT 10/10/03 YL Mobile 2832 Counties

KN6ZB  10/10/03 BINGO 238
\

Answers. Quiz on page 3
oue|g P 9 LeisuyD "Id 'S 9|043apn ey ul pooH
Aobeio,, Angleny ydjopny se . puegsnH 111024
AN, UIpUoD pooBsO se ,$400ig SSIN INO 'Y

UOIPXS oY ¢ Jseq /o|ked'Z SSW(OH o0 |eus T )

N4UJK  10/13/03 BINGO Il 3
VE4AGT 10/14/03 Last County Count 25 410
K5GE 10/14/03 Last County Count 150 115
N3HOO 10/14/03 Last County Count 25 411
KS5A 10/14/03 Last County Count 50 266
AA9JJ 10/14/03 Last County Count 350 28
NVv4zZ 10/14/03 Last County Count 50 267
KBOFQC 10/14/03 Last County Count 100 185
KC3X 10/22/03 Last County Count 275 47
W3ZUH 10/22/03 Last County Count 50 268
K5TVC 10/22/03 Last County Count 50 269
KC0JG 10/22/03 Last County Count 400 25
N4UJK  10/22/03 5 Star 18
NX4AW 10/24/03 Last County Count 50 270
AE3Z 10/25/03 Worked all Counties - 3rd Time 173
N9QPQ 10/30/03 Last County Count 225 61
N8OYY 10/30/03 Last County Count 100 186
N1OMS 10/31/03 Last County Count 25 412

USA-CA NumbersFor October
K1BV - CQ Awards

Call Award Date Certificate Number
W8OP 10/2/03 1077
VK3CB 10/2/03 1078
N1BY 10/9/03 1080
DJ4GJ 10/15/03 1081
WB2AXG  10/31/03 1082



The County Line Roadrunner
MARAC Secretary

21140 Golden Pond Road
Long Beach, M S 39560-9012

“A Road Runner IsA Very Fast Bird”

Board of Directors
President: Bill Inkrote, K2ZNJ, 911 Route 579 Flemington,
NJ 08822-5648 908-788-4827 K2NJ@MARAC.org
Vice-President: Bob Voss, NACD 3133 Charring Cross,
Plano TX. 75025-5712, 972-618-5235 NACD@MARAC.org
Secretary: Norm Ellison, W2LSH, 21140 Golden Pond Road
Long Beach, MS 39560-9012, 228-452-1807,
W2LSH@MARAC.org
Treasurer: James Grandinetti, KZ2P, P.O. Box 770777,
Naples, FL 34107-0777
732-370-8055, K2JG@MARAC.org
Great Lakes Director: Randy Davis, NSELQ, 1894 Sheick
Road Monroe, MI 48161-9468. 734-587-2454
NS8ELQ@MARAC.org
North Central Director: John Robson, WB9STT, 150 W.
Wise Rd Schaumburg, IL 60193, 847-891-3906,
WBI9STT@MARAC.org
Northeast Director: Stanley Heinsma, VE1BES,
RR2 Scotsburn NS, BOK 1RO, Canada 902-485-6055
VE1BES@MARAC.org
South Central Director: Joyce Boothe, WBONUL, 27883
McLeiland Rd Harlingen, TX 78552-2108, 956-423-8660
WBIONUL@MARAC.org
Pacific Director: Robert T. Devine, KC6AWX, 407 Alameda
Del Prado Novato, CA 94949-6302, 415-883-8980,
KC6AWX@MARAC.org
Southeast Director: David Splitt, KE3VV, 6111 Utah Ave,
N.W. Washington, DC 20015-2005, 202-362-3355
KE3VV@MARAC.org

Appointees
Awards Manager: Gene A. Olig Sr., KD9ZP, PO Box 2295
Fond du Lac, WI 54936-2295, 920-923-0130,
KD9ZP@MARAC.org
Newsletter Editor Roger Purdy, W2NWL, 1-B Potomac
Lane Whiting, NJ 08759-1813, 732-350-5758,
W2NWL@MARAC.org
Sunshine Coordinator: Nancy Nosker, WONAN, PO Box
98, 14 W. 4th Ave.Grand Marais, MN 55604-0098, 218-
387-1546 WONAN@MARAC.org
Information Coordinator:Dennis Hall, KK7X, 4518 W.
Haney Road, Rathdrum,ID 83858, KKTX@MARAC.org
Custodian, Club Call WBODPD: Bob Dyson, KOAYO,
8943 Overhill Circle, Desoto, KS 66018-9173, 913-583-
3212 KOAYO@MARAC.org
Election Coordinator: Chuck Theisen, K9IA,N 5563
County Road K, Fond Du Luc, WI 54935 920-927-1605
K9IA@MARAC.org
MARAC General Counsel: David Splitt, KE3VV, 6111 Utah
Avenue NW Washington, D.C. 20015-2461, 202-362-3355
KE3VV@MARAC.org
MARAC Webmaster: (See Information Coordinator)

Member ship

Dues with a printed copy of the Newdetter are
$19..00 per year. Dues with an Electronic copy are
$14.00 per year. Dues with the Newdetter mailed to
al continents other than North America 30.00 ayear.



